Captain Frank Pitchford Silvers
Regimental Number: -
Company D, 6th Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment

born: 1893 - died: 27 May 1918

Frank Pitchford Silvers was born in early 1893.1 He was the son of Frederick Arthur Silvers and his
wife, Sarah Pitchford.2 His father was born about 1853 in Dudley, Worcestershire.3 When he was
young, he worked as a clerk at the iron works in Dudley.* His mother, Sarah, was born in 1852 in
Stepney, London.5 By 1871 Sarah had moved to Wolverhampton where she and her sister,
Elizabeth, were living with her uncle, who was an innkeeper.¢ Sarah and Frederick married in
Wolverhampton late in 1877.7

After their marriage, they lived with Sarah’s sister, Elizabeth, who was then the licensed victualler
of the Talbot Hotel at 23 /24 King Street.8 Frederick was a manager - presumably in his sister-in-
law’s establishment. They employed about ten staff. By 1891, Frederick was the licensed
victualler® and later identified himself as the hotel proprietor.1° It was here that Frank was born.
He had four older siblings: a sister, Ann Purcell Silvers (born in 1878)!! and three brothers: Arthur
Talbot (born 1880),!2 Charles Owen (born 1884)13 and George Frederick (born 1889).14

Between 1903 and 1910, Frank was a student at the Wolverhampton Grammar School.1> While he
was there, in 1907, his father, Frederick, died.1¢ Frank’s mother, Sarah, continued as the hotel
proprietor and two sons, George and Frank, were still living with her in 1911.17 Frank was an
accountant clerk and was articled to Mr R. H. Johnston, accountant.18

Frank enlisted as a Sergeant in the 5th Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment!® and infantry
regiment of the British Army.20 Frank entered the theatre of war on 26 June 1915. He was promoted
to 2nd Lieutenant on 28 August 191521 and then to Captain in January 1918,22 just a few months
before his death. When he died, he was serving with the 6t Battalion (Territorial) in northern
France, where he received gun shot wounds that fractured his head.23

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 26 May 1918, but he died the next
day. He was buried the following day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave 4). Frank
was identified as a member of the Church of England and the burial office was read by Rev. Gordon
Dickens of the Canadian Forces. Arrangements for the notification of the family were made by the
Church of England chaplain.

On 26 May, 86 soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the
total number of patients to 450.24 In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS -
more than in any of the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes
British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty
Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.25

Frank was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).2¢ His medals were sent to his
mother who was still living at the Talbot Hotel.
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Frank was honoured as a former student of the Wolverhampton Grammar School with the
following profile:

FRANK PITCHFORD SILVERS (1903-1910: 25), Captain, 1/6
Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment, was the youngest son of
Mrs Silvers of the Talbot Hotel, Wolverhampton. At school he was
an enthusiastic player of football, taking the position of outside left
in the 1st XI of 1909-1910, and later becoming captain of the Penn
Fields club. On leaving school he was articled to Mr R H Johnston,
Accountant, and when the war came he at once enlisted in the South
Staffordshire Regiment. Devotion to duty and great capability led
to advancement through the non-commissioned ranks until he
received a commission, and finally he became captain in his own
battalion. His superior officers and those who were more intimately associated with
him unite in deploring the loss of one who was so good an officer and so true a man,
a courageous and conscientious soldier, a merry companion, and a firm friend. Thus
we see the qualities that we admired in the boy at school, brought to maturity in
young manhood and manifesting themselves in the cruel test of war. Captain Silvers
died on May 27th 1918, as the result of severe wounds in the head received during a
bombardment, and he was buried with all military honours at Pernes on the
following day. He won the Military Cross last year, the award being accompanied by
the following official statement: “This officer has done very good work since the
Division came to France. As Battalion Lewis Gun Officer he did valuable work in
training and instructing Lewis Gunners. He is now commanding a company in a
most efficient manner. During the successful attack on the 24th June 1917, his
company captured and consolidated Fosse 3, de Lievn, and Admiral trench.”2?

Frank’s brother, George, also served in the Great War. He enlisted on 31 October 1914 as a driver in
the Royal Field Artillery (Regimental number: 805407). He joined the British Expeditionary Force
in France on 28 February 1915. He was demobilized on 12 January 1919 and he was not “suffering
from any disability due to his military service.”28 There was no evidence found as to whether either
of Frank’s other two brothers served in the Great War. If they did, they survived the war. All three
brothers lived into their 70s and 80s.29 His mother, Sarah, died in 1938, just before the outbreak of
the Second World War.30
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