
Gunner William Henry Full  
Regimental Number:  88708 
#1 Section, 14th Division Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery 
 
born: 1877 - died: 29 May 1918 
 
William Henry Full was the son of John and Mary Jane Full of Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire.1 His 
father, John, was born in 1850, in Ashburton, Devon2 and his wife, the former Mary Jane Woodward, 
was born in 1853 in Ulverston, Lancashire.3 At some point his father moved from Devon to 
Lancashire where he married Mary Jane in 1875.4 They had four children. William had two older 
sisters both born in Ulverston, Lancashire: Sarah A. (born about 1873)5 and Mary Edith (born in 
1875).6 William Henry was born in 1877 in Barrow-in-Furness.7 A second son, Edward Woodward, 
was born in Barrow-in-Furness in 1886.8  
 
William’s mother, Mary Jane, died in 1910.9 In 1911, William and his father were living with his 
married daughter, Mary Edith Williamson and her husband, William. Also living with them were a 
nephew aged 13, also called William Henry, and a cousin, John William Woodward.10  
 
William enlisted in Barrow-in-Furness11 sometime before December 1915.12 There is some 
evidence that he first served as a Private in the Royal Army Medical Corp,13 but when he died he 
was a Driver in the Division Ammunition Column of the Royal Field Artillery. An ammunition 
column carried artillery and small arms ammunition for the Division of which it was part. The 
column collected ammunition from the Army Service Corps Divisional Ammunition Park for 
onward transportation to a re-filling point where it could be collected by ammunition wagons 
belonging to the individual batteries.14 
 
William was injured on 29 May 1918 and admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station 
with shrapnel wounds to his abdomen and chest.15 He was likely unconscious when admitted 
because he died the same day and his next-of-kin was not known. He was also buried on 29 May in 
Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row D, Grave 13) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding. William 
was identified as a member of the Church of England. Since his next-of-kin was not known, a letter 
was sent to his unit’s adjutant to notify him of William’s death. The monies owing to him by the 
army after his death were sent to his sister, Mary E. Williamson, who was identified as his sole 
legatee.   
 
On 29 May, 95 soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the 
total number of patients to 422.16  In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS – 
more than in any of the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes 
British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.17 

 
William was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).18  
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