
Private Richard Watts  
Regimental Number: 23092 
York and Lancaster Regiment  
 
born: 1870 - died: 20 May 1918 
 
Richard Watts, born in 1870 in Fermoy, Country Cork, Ireland,1 was the son of George and Ellen 
(nee Coleman).2 Richard’s father was born in Oxfordshire, but was serving in the Dublin Fusiliers in 
Fermoy.3 Richard came to England to join his sister between 1903 and 19044 and married Edith 
Marchant Brownhill in 1904 in Birmingham.5 In 1911, he was a labourer, living on Doncaster Road, 
Ferrybridge Yorkshire, with his wife, Edith, and three of his four children: two sons (Richard and 
John Thomas) and a daughter (Mary).6 Their eldest son, George, was staying with his aunt and 
uncle7 and a second daughter, Edith, was born 1914.8  
 
Richard first served his country during the Boer War. He served with the Dublin Fusiliers from 
1892 until his discharge in 1903.9 At the outbreak of World War I, Richard, who was then 44, was 
older than the average soldier. He enlisted in the 6th Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment in 
Pontefract, Yorkshire.10 The 6th Battalion was formed at 
Pontefract in August 1914 as part of the K1 Army Group of 
Kitchener’s Army and was under the orders of 32nd Brigade in 
11th (Northern) Division. The Battalion first served in Italy and 
Egypt and then moved to France in July 1916 to reinforce the 
Third Army on the Somme.11  
 
Richard joined World War I in Egypt on 25 October 1915.12 He 
later served in northern France, which is where he was gassed.13 
He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 
16 May 1918, where he died four days later. He was buried the 
following day in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, 
Row F, Grave 25). He was a member of the Church of England 
and the chaplain, J. K. Tibbits, presided over the burial. His wife 
was notified of his death and she received the monies owing to 
him from the army after his death.14    

Gravestone, Pernes British Military 
Cemetery15 

On 16 May, 198 soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the 
total number of patients to 388.16  Richard was one of 115 soldiers who died at this CCCS in May – 
more than in any of the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes 
British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.17 
 
Richard’s brother, William, a Private in the 8th Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, had died just nine 
months before (August 1917) and is buried in the Ypres Reservoir Cemetery in Belgium. William 
had also served in the South African Campaign.18 
 



Richard was awarded the 1914-15 Star for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 
31 December 1915.19 Although the records could not be 
found, Richard was probably also awarded the British 
War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an 
operational theatre). Both Richard and his brother are 
commemorated on the Great War Memorial in Fermoy, 
Ireland.20  
 
Richard’s wife remarried in 191921 and died in 1959.22 

Fallen sons of Fermoy: R Watts and W. Watts. 
Great War Memorial Wall, Fermoy, Ireland23   
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