
Rifleman Thomas Harvey Cox  
Regimental Number: C/9595 
20th King's Royal Rifle Corps 
 
born: 1886 - died: 27 May 1918 
 
Thomas Harvey Cox was the son1 of Harvey Thomas Cox (born about 1866 in Stratford, Essex)2 and 
his wife, Emily Harriet Hearn (born in 1866 in Haggerstone, Middlesex).3 Harvey and Emily were 
married on 25 December 1885 in the parish church of St Mary’s Haggerston.4 Harvey was a glass 
beveller.5  
 
Thomas was born in the autumn of 1886 in Shoreditch.6 Nearly two years later, his sister, Emily 
Harriet was born in the spring of 18887 and then a brother, Frederick James born in the summer of 
1890.8 Although Thomas and Emily had seven children, only three survived until 1911.9 A daughter, 
Rosina Etty, was born in late 1894 or early 1895 and baptised at St Paul’s Haggerston on 18 January 
1895,10 but died shortly afterwards.11 Another daughter, Grace Beatrice, was born in 1896 and 
baptised on 10 April 1896.12 She died a few months later.13 The identities of the other two children 
who died before 1911 were not found.  
 
Then Thomas’ father, Harvey, died in 1903.14 Emily continued to live with two of her three 
surviving children, Thomas and Emily, at 12 Suffolk Road, Pownall Road, Dalston, London N.E.15 Her 
brother, Frederick Benjamin Hearne, a packer at a glass blower’s, was also living with them, as he 
had been in 1901.16 Thomas was a draper’s assistant. His brother, Frederick, a printer, had married 
a few months earlier17 and was living a few blocks away at 70 Pownall Road, with his wife, 
Elizabeth Margaret Mallows.18 
 
Thomas enlisted in London as a rifleman in the 20th Battalion of the King's Royal Rifle Corps. This 
was a service battalion formed in London in 1915 by the British Empire League.19 
 
Thomas was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 25 May 1918 with shrapnel 
wounds in his shoulder that were penetrating his chest.20 He died the following day and was buried 
in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 41) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbits 
presiding.  
 
The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.21 On 26 May, only 
two soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the total number 
of patients to 374.22  In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS – more than in 
any of the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in Pernes.  
 
On 27 August 1917 Thomas had married Beatrice Eleanor Groves at St Michael’s and All Angels in 
the parish of Hackney.23 At the time, he was a draper’s assistant and a soldier in the 20th Battalion of 
the Royal Rifle Corps and his wife was a machinist. She was living at 3 York House, London Lane, 
Mare St., Hackney, N.E. and was at the same address when she was notified, just a few months later, 
of his death.24  

 
Thomas was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).25  
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