
Jean Lacroix 
Grade: 2ième classe 
Regimental Number: 442 
31ième Chasseurs à Pied 
 
born: 9 July 1886 - died: 29 November 1918 
 
Jean Lacroix was born on 9 July 1886 in Sourzac, in the department of Dordogne.1 He enlisted in 
Périgueux, France, with the recruitment number 442.  
 
He was a returning prisoner of war when he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station on 25 November 1918 and he died there four days later2 of bronchitis, contracted when he 
was a prisoner of war.3 He was buried the next day in the Cimetière Communale in Gosselies (Grave 
246) with a French cure presiding. He has the distinction of “Mort pour la France.”   
 
When Jean was at the 1st CCCS, it was a very busy time for the unit. It had accommodated all 
patients from the 36th and 17th CCCS which were moving.4 Over the previous days, the unit had 
received many patients who were returning prisoners of war in very poor condition. “Continuing 
receiving patients – large numbers of R.P.O.W.s arriving in shocking condition, starved, emaciated, 
very scantily clad, very lousy and dirty with wounds and sores showing gross lack of care or 
treatment. Very busy.”5  
 
The 31ième Chasseurs à Pied was formed in 1913 in Corcieux, Vosgues, made up of five companies 
from five different battalions.6 The Battalion lost 2,300 ordinary soldiers in the First World War. 
The Battalion also won 60 Croix de la Legion d’Honneur and 244 Medailles Militaires.  
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