Private Arthur J. James
Regimental number: 265338
6th Battalion, Welsh Regiment

born: probably in about 1889 - died: 6 July 1918

Private Arthur ]. James was the husband of Sarah E. Fisher.! 2 They were married in Swansea, Wales
in 19133 and had a daughter, Dorothy E., born in late 1913 or early 1914.4 In 1918, Arthur and
Sarah were living at 5 Percy Street, Swansea, where Arthur was included in the 1918 electoral
register.> He was identified as an absent voter. Unfortunately, the 1918 election was held in
December and, while votes from soldiers overseas were counted, Arthur had died five months

earlier.

Before enlisting, Arthur worked at the Graigola Fuel Works on the Swansea Docksé - a company
making briquettes from coal dust.” He enlisted in the Welsh Regiment before the war.8 During the
war, he served with the 6t Battalion (Glamorgan). He left for the Western Front early in the war -
leaving when his Battalion left on 29 October 1914° and landing in Le Havre.10 The Battalion
immediately began work on communication lines and later took part in many major engagements

on the Western Front.

Arthur survived four years in France but, on 26 June 1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station with broncho-pneumonia. His unit had been stationed in the same billets

in Sailly La Bourse for the months of June and
July and were engaged in maintenance work,
digging cable trenches and burying cables and
training.!! The weather had been wet - too wet
for most outdoor recreational activities. It is
perhaps not surprising that Arthur came down
with broncho-pneumonia. However, he survived
for ten days, only succumbing to his illness on 6
July. He was buried the same day in the Pernes
British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row D, Grave
39) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbitts presiding. His
wife, who was still living at 5 Percy Street, was
notified of his death and received the monies
owing to him by the army after his death.

Mrs. Fisher, 5, l't‘r('_r—strc‘et Cwmhwrla, |
has received news of the adeath of her z-fm—‘
in-law,  Pte- A, James, of the Weleh Regi-|
in France, on Julyr 15th, of
hronclio-pnenmonia  (due to exposure
while on active gerviee), Tle, James was
with the Welsh Regiment befora the out-
hreak of war. He has served in France
for four wyears. Formerlr he wue em-
p]'owd at the Graimgola Fuel Works. A
cousin has also heen killed in the war.
Cambrmn Daily Leader 29 ]uly 1918 Welsh Newspapers Online

.//welsh sllgcorguk/en/h

ment,

Arthur J. was born in Wandsworth, Surrey!? and was probably Arthur John James, the son of
William George and Elizabeth (formerly Elizabeth Hawkins) James.13 If so, he was born on 3
October 1889 and baptised at St Peter’s in Battersea, Wandsworth on 22 December of the same

year.

Arthur was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).14
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