
Private Herbert Walmsley Kay  
Regimental number:  210949 
1st Battalion, King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 
 
born:  1897 - died: 27 July 1918 
 
Private Herbert Walmsley Kay, born in about 1897, was the son of Thomas and Mary Ann Kay of 
Darwen, Lancashire.1 Thomas Kay was born about 1869 in Darwen and his wife, the former Mary 
Ann Walmsley, was born about the same year, also in Darwen. They were married there in 1895.2 
Herbert was the first of Thomas and Mary Ann’s three children: Herbert, Alexander (born in about 
1898)3 and Thomas (born in about 1904).4 Sadly, Herbert’s mother died in 1905, when Herbert was 
just seven and his youngest brother was a year old.5 In 1906, Thomas remarried, marrying Jane 
Ellen Hirst, born in 1873 in Burnley, Lancashire.6 They probably did not have any children.  
 
In 1901, Herbert’s father was a paper finisher7 and, in 1911, a paper mill worker.8 That year the 
family was living at 49 Perry Street in Darwen. Herbert was a cotton worker, as was his younger 
brother, Alexander, who was working part-time.  
 
Herbert enlisted in Preston, Lancashire in the 1st Battalion of the King's Own Royal Lancaster 
Regiment,9 a Regular Battalion. It served on the Western Front for the duration of the Great War.  
 
On 24 July 1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with multiple 
shrapnel wounds, including to his forearm, face, scrotum and penis, and a fractured thigh.10 He died 
three days later and was buried that day in the Pernes British Military Cemetery with the chaplain, 
R. L. Brydges, presiding. Chaplain Brydges was replacing Chaplain J. K. Tibbits, who had left on leave 
a week earlier.11 Herbert was a member of the Church of England.  
 
The day that he was admitted to the 1st CCCS, there were 108 admissions and Herbert was one of 39 
to die at that CCCS in July.12 Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in the Pernes 
British Military Cemetery died at one of the nearby clearing stations.13 This cemetery was only set 
up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven 
back by the German advance. 
 
Herbert’s step-mother, Jane Ellen, who was then living at Waddicon, 20 Ashton Street in Darwen, 
was notified of his death14 and received the monies owing to him from the army after his death.15 It 
possible that his father had died in 1915.16 Herbert was awarded the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).17 
 
Herbert’s brother, Alexander, also served in the Great War, but he survived.18 At the age of 18, he 
signed on in July 1916 for the duration of the war and was assigned to the Service Corps reserve. He 
identified Herbert as his next-of-kin. Both brothers were then living at 22 Ashton Street, Darwen.   
 
Alexander was mobilized in February 1917 and sent to Woolwich, where he was attached to the 
Royal Engineers with the rank of Pioneer. In July he was transferred to the Royal Engineers in 
Bedfordshire. After the end of the war, he was sent to the Heaton Park Disposal Station in 
Manchester, where he was honourably discharge from the army on 28 January 1919.  
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