Driver Henry Charles Victor Waller
Regimental Number: 1250169
2rd Divisional Ammunition Column, Canadian Field Artillery

born: 5 November 1891 - died: 18 November 1918

Driver Henry Charles Victor Waller was born on 5 November 1891 in the Regional Municipality of
Wallace, about 300 kilometres west of Winnipeg, Manitoba.! He was the son of Richard de Warenne
Waller and his wife, Elizabeth Hannah. Richard was born in 1857 in Ireland and immigrated to
Canada in 1882.2 Elizabeth was born in 1859 in Ontario, Canada.3 They had six children, all born in
Wallace. There were four sons - Richard de Warenne (born in 1887),* Edward George (born in
1889),5> Henry Charles Victor, and Archie Francis (born in 1899)¢ - and two daughters - Dorothy
Blanche (born in 1894)7 and Annie Mona (born in 1896).8 It is not clear what Christian name Henry
Charles Victor used - often family members were only referred to by their initials. Records refer to
Henry Charles Victor most commonly as H. C. V. but, for this biography, he will be called Henry.

Their father, Richard, had a number of occupations but he appears to have been primarily a farmer,?
but also worked as an insurance agent!? and an estate agent in Elkhorn Village.!! Given that his
sons, between the ages of 16 and 29 in 1916, were living at home, they were likely looking after the
farm while their father did other off-farm jobs. Two sons were already in the army. When Henry
enlisted on 15 November 1916 he was described as a farmer in Elkhorn. He was 5’ 7” tal], had a fair
complexion, blue eyes and auburn hair and was considered fit to serve in the Canadian Overseas
Expeditionary Force.

Henry served with the 2nd Divisional Ammunition Column of the Canadian Field Artillery,
transporting artillery and small arms ammunition for the unit to which it belonged. At the
beginning of November 1918, the unit was located in northern
France.2 On 11 November, the unit was in Eugies, just across the
/"_\'* border into Belgium, where it had been well received by the
4l A 4 local population. It was there that the men learned of the signing
' "; of the Armistice. “At 10.15 hours a message was received from
| H.Q. 2nd C Da by runner to the effect that an Armistace [sic] had
% d been signed and this caused a celebration amongst the
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- population and “Vive les Canadiens” “Vive le Canada” etc. could

be heard all around the village.”13

The same day, the unit marched to Hyon and Frameries, also in
Belgium. On 14 November the unit received orders that the 2nd
Canadian Division would form part of the army of occupation
and would march to the Rhine and the entry noted that “Wagons
and harness [were] being put into best possible shape and men
fitted with new clothing as far as possible.”14
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H ¢y Wallerii Auberelicoure Cemetay Unfortunately, Henry would not make this journey. On 14
(Source: Author) November he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing

Station, near Auberchicourt, about 70 kilometres back into France.!> He died there on 18 November
- just day after his 27t birthday and the same day that his unit left Hyon on the march to the Rhine.
He was buried the same day in the Auberchicourt British Military Cemetery (Grave 15, Plot 1, Row
B) with the chaplain W. O’Neill Fisher presiding. The chaplain notified his father of his death.



All Henry’s brothers also served in World War 1. All three brothers had previously served with the
12th Manitoba Dragoons before enlisting in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Richard, a farmer,
enlisted in December 1914.1¢ Edward George, a land surveyor, enlisted in September 191817 and
Archie, also a farmer, enlisted in January 1917.18 In 1916, Richard was a Captain and Edward a
Lieutenant, both in the 2nd Canadian Battalion.1® Unlike Henry, they all survived the war. Richard
married Florence Edith Smith in 192020 and was living in Brandon in 1921.21 Edward and his sister,
Dorothy, were living in Minnedosa, Manitoba, in the same year.22 Dorothy married Jesse Hunter
Mitchell in 1923.23 Archie died in Vancouver in 1960.24

Henry’s father, Richard, died in 1927 in Elkhorn.25 Sadly, his mother, Elizabeth, had died many
years earlier, dying in Elkhorn on 1 September 1911 at the age of 52.
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