Private Albert Edward Grimwood
Regimental number: 12950
2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment

born: 1894 - died: 4 July 1918

Private Albert Edward Grimwood (known as Edward), born in 1894, was the son of Christopher
and Eliza Grimwood of Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk.2 His father was born in about 1866 near Cosford,
Suffolk3 and his mother, the former Eliza Halls, was born in about 1869, also near Cosford.4
Christopher and Eliza were married in Hitcham, Suffolk on 27 November 1891.5 They had eleven
childrens - all but one of whom survived childhood: William Robert (born in 1893),7 Albert Edward,
Christopher (born in 1896),8 Lily May (born in 1898),9 Ethel Margaret (born in 1900),%° Florence
Mary (born in about 1902, but died just three years later),!! Reginald James (born in 1905),12 Ivy
Elsie (born in 1907),13 Claude Thomas (born in 1909),14 John Bernard (born in 1912)15 and Muriel
Daisy (born in 1915).16

In 1901, Edward’s father was a horseman, working on a farm.17 By 1911, he was employing others
at Elder House Farm, Thorpe Morieux, Bury St Edmunds, where he, his wife and seven of their
children were living.18 Two sons - Edward and Christopher - were working on the farm. Their older
brother, William, was working as a general servant in the home of a rector in the Great Bradley
Rectory, Newmarket, Suffolk.19

Edward enlisted as a Private in the 2nd Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment.20 When the war broke out,
the 2nd Battalion was in Ireland. It returned immediately to
England and went directly to France, arriving in Le Havre on
17 August 1914.21 Edward joined the Battalion there on 27
July 191522 and probably participated in many major
engagements on the Western Front.

Sadly, after surviving for nearly three years on the Front,
Edward was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station on 3 July 1918 with shrapnel wounds penetrating his
back and a fractured humerus of the right arm. He died the
following day and was buried on 5 July in the Pernes British
Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row D, Grave 31), with the
chaplain J. K. Tibbitts presiding. Edward was shown as a
member of the Church of England. Edward was one of 39
patients who died at the 1st CCCS in July 1918.” There are
over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in the Pernes
British Military Cemetery - most of them were soldiers who
died at one of the nearby clearing stations.2

This cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st
and 4t Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes,
driven back by the German advance.

His mother was notified of his death and his father received
the monies owing to him from the army after his death.2s

, & Edward’s mother died on 23 November 1965 and was

A. E. Grimwood M.M in Pernes Cemetery buried in Shalford, Essex.26 His father died on 7 February
(Source: Author, 2015) 1947 and was buried in Wethersfield, Essex.




Edward was awarded a Military Medal, which was given to Other Ranks for gallantry and devotion
to duty when under fire in battle on land.2” He was also awarded the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the
1914-15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December
1915).28

It is not known if Edward’s older brothers served in the Great War. His eldest brother, William,
immigrated to Canada in 191229 and married Gertrude Emily Meyer in April 1916.3° William was
working then as a farmer in Thorold Township, Ontario. In 1921, he was still farming in Thorold
and living with his wife, who had also emigrated from England in 1914, and their two children:
William (aged 3) and Dorothy (aged 1).3!
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