Private Francis Hughes
Regimental number: 12097
13th Battalion, King's Liverpool Regiment

born: about 1895 - died: 4 July 1918

Private Francis (Frank) Hughes was born in about 18951 in the parish of Kirkdale, near Liverpool,
Lancashire.2 He was the son of Moses and Fanny Hughes.3 His father, Moses was born in Manchester
in 1857/8%* and his mother, Fanny (the former Fanny Verdin)> was born in 1858 in Chester,
Cheshire. Moses and Fanny married on 18 December 1880 in St Cleopes Church in Toxteth Park,
near Liverpool.6 In the months following their marriage, Moses and Fanny were living with Fanny’s
parents, John and Mary Verdin at 11 Rosalind Street in Kirkdale.” Moses was a railway foreman.

Frank was one of ten children born to the couple: Fanny (born about 1881), John Henry (born about
1883), Robert Frederick (born about 1886), William James (born about 1888), Margery V. (born
about 1891), Samuel (born about 1893), Deborah (born about 1895), Frank, Lucy (born about
1898) and George (born in the first quarter of 1901).8 Unfortunately, his mother died in the first
quarter of 19019 - possibly while giving birth to their last child.

In 1891, the family was living at 51 Arthur Street in Walton-on-the-Hill near Liverpool, where
Moses was a steam ship stoker.1? Ten years later, the family was living on Boundary Road, Kirkdale
and Moses was a ship’s foreman.!! By 1911, the family appears to have dispersed. Frank’s mother
had died in 1901. Frank was living with his aunt, Deborah Holdsworth, his father’s sister, at 35
Langfield Road, in Litherland, Lancashire.12 At the time, Frank was an apprentice painter. His father
was still living - he probably only died in 1930.13 Frank’s sister, Fanny, had married Thomas Cairns
in 190314 but their whereabouts afterwards are not known. His brothers, Robert and Samuel, may
have been living with his aunt after the war.15 The whereabouts of his other siblings are not known
and they are not identified on the declaration of living relatives made after Frank’s death.

® Frank enlisted as a Private in the King’s Liverpool Regiment on 14

8 August 1914 when he was just 19 years old.16 The Regiment was one
| of the oldest infantry regiments in the British Army and, unlike most
regiments that represented a county, this regiment represented a

. city.”? When he died, Frank was serving with the 9t Service Battalion.
When he enlisted, he was identified as a general labourer. He was 5’
334" tall, had a sallow complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair and
# was identified as being a member of the Church of England. He was

¥ considered fit for the Army.

Frank went to France on 19 May 1915. He had a furlough back in
England in October 1917. He had a number of disciplinary events in
his army record, including being absent from tattoo, overstaying a
pass, being absent from Reveille, breaking out of barracks and being
drunk in the billets. For these offences, he suffered a range of
punishments from forfeiting pay to being confined to barracks or to
the camp.

" His Regiment took part in the German spring offensive of 1918.18 On
(Source: Author, July 2015) 2 July 1918 he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing




Station with a bullet wound to his neck. He died there two days later and was buried the next day in
Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row D, Grave No. 30) with the chaplain R. K. Lambert
presiding. In the chaplain’s record, Frank was identified as a Wesleyan. The day Frank was admitted
to the 1st CCCS, he was one of 87 patients admitted that day and, when he died, he was one of 39 to
die at the unit in the month of July.1?

Frank’s aunt, Deborah Holdsworth, was sent a letter notifying her of his death. She also received the
monies owing to him after the war20 and his possessions were returned to her.2! These included,
among other things, photographs, religious books, cigarette case, cards, 9-carat gold ring, cap
badges, horseshoe souvenirs, cigarette holder, purse and a wallet.22

Frank was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).23
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