Private Frank Barber Durrant
Regimental number: 41165
7t Northamptonshire Regiment

born: 1899 - died: 30 June 1918

Private Frank Barber Durrant, born in about 1899 in Fordcombe, Kent,! was the son of Horace and
Ellen Durrant.? His father was born in about 1867 in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and his mother, the
former Ellen Sara E. Baber, in about 1864 in Hastings, Sussex. Horace and Ellen were married in
Tonbridge, Kent in 1886.3 Horace was a journeyman butcher and, in 1911, the family was living in
Penshurst, Kent.4

Frank was one of eleven children born to Horace and Ellen: Annie (born in 1886),5 Horace (born in
1887),6 Edith (born in 1889),7 Charles (born in about 1891),8 Harold (born in about 1894),° Ellen
(born in 1896),10 Clara (born in about 1898),!! Frank (born in 1899), twins Frances and Henry
(born in 1900, but sadly Frances died the following year)!2 and Edward (born in 1902).13 Each child
was given Frank’s mother’s maiden name, Barber, as a middle name.

Frank served with the 7t Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment.1* The 7th Battalion
Northamptonshire Regiment was a Service battalion given the nickname of "The Mobbs' Own"
because one of the first men to volunteer was Edgar Mobbs, a well-known rugby player.1> After
training in England, the Battalion went to France at the end of August 1915, as part of the 73rd
Brigade, 24th Division, where it remained until the end of the war. The Battalion would take part in
i «.wrs alarge number of major engagements on the Western Front. After
ST D e the heavy fighting during the German Spring Offensive in March
1918, the Battalion was reinforced by soldiers from other units.

Between January and July 1918, 21 Other Ranks and one officer
were killed and 53 Other Ranks were wounded in the 7t
Battalion.'¢ The day that he was admitted to the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station, 22 June 1918, his unit had been subject
to heavy hostile shelling in the morning, which resulted in the
death of one Other Rank and the wounding of another?? -
perhaps Frank. He was admitted to the 1st CCCS with gunshot
wounds to his left leg and arm. He survived for eight days. He died
on 30 June and was buried the following day in Pernes British
Military Cemetery (Plot 5. Row D. Grave No. 4), with the chaplain
J. K. Tibbits presiding. The chaplains’ journal identifies Frank as a
member of the Church of England. The chaplain also notified his
mother, who was then living at 51 Chandler Road in Bexhill,
Sussex, of his death. She also received the monies owing to him
from the army after his death.

F. B. Durrant in Pernes Cemetery (Source: Author, July
2015)

Frank was one of 210 patients admitted to the 1st CCCS on 22 June and one of 82 to die at that CCCS
in that month.18 Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in the Pernes British
Military Cemetery died at one of the nearby clearing stations.!? This cemetery was only set up in
April 1918 when the 15t and 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by
the German advance.



Frank was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20
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