
Private John Colesell  
Regimental Number: 53497 
2/7 Battalion, Manchester Regiment 
 
born: 1898 - died: 28 November 1918 
 
Private John Colesell was born late in 1898, the son of Henry and Polly Colesell.1 His father, Henry, 
(also sometimes called Harry) was born in about 1869 in Hounslow2 and his mother, Polly (whose 
birth name was Mary Ann McLaren) was born in London in 1862.3 Henry and Mary Ann were 
married at Holy Trinity Church in Hounslow on 4 August 1895. Henry was a labourer and living at 4 
Brickhill Cottage, Holloway Street, Hounslow and Mary Ann was a factory woman, living at the same 
address.4  They subsequently had three children – John and his two sisters, Ethel (born in 1896)5 
and Elizabeth (born in 1900).6 In 1911, the family was living at 14 Dursley Cottages, Albion Road, 
Hounslow and Henry was a labourer.7 

 
John admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 26 
November 1918.8  He had served with the 2/7 Battalion, 
Manchester Regiment, which was formed in 1914 and landed in 
France in February 1917.9 In April 1918, it was reduced to a 
training cadre and then was disbanded in France on 31 July 1918.  
 
When John was admitted to the 1st CCCS, he was a returning 
prisoner of war.10 He survived only two days at the 1st CCCS, 
dying on 28 November of enteritis with haemorrhage. He was 
buried two days later in the Gosselies Communal Cemetery 
(Grave 248), with the Canadian chaplain W. O’Neill Fisher 
presiding. He was a member of the Church of England.  
 
The 1st CCCS was then the foremost Casualty Clearing Station on 
the advance to Germany and close to the outpost line.11 The day 
he was admitted, the station was “Continuing receiving patients – 
large numbers of R.P.O.W.s [returning prisoners of war] arriving 

in shocking condition, starved, emaciated, very 
scantily clad, very lousy and dirty with wounds and 
sores showing gross lack of care or treatment. Very 
busy.” There are ten First World War servicemen 
buried in the Gosselies cemetery, all of whom died 
after the Armistice.12 
 
No next-of-kin was identified for John in the 
chaplain’s journal. However, the monies owing to 
him by the army after his death were sent to his 
mother, Polly, his sole legatee.13     
 
John was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).14 
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