Private Reginald Careless
Regimental number: 19120
9th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment

born: 1899 - died: 1 July 1918

Private Reginald Careless was the son of John and Elizabeth Careless of Tunbridge Wells, Kent.! His
father, John, was born in about 1875 in Trumpington, Cambridgeshire,2 and his mother, Elizabeth
(the former Elizabeth Catherine Williams), was born in 1863/64, in either Chester or Shropshire.3
Reginald was their eldest child. He was born in the summer of 18994 and baptised in Tunbridge
Wells on 9 July.5 There followed two more sons: Frederick, born in about 1902, and Frank, born in
about 1907.6 In 1911, the family was living at Gardener Cottage, 31 Ferndale, Tunbridge Wells,
where John was a domestic gardener.

The chaplains’ journal from the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station indicates that Reginald
served with the 7th Northamptonshire Regiment.” However, other military records suggest that, in
fact, he first served win the Royal Fusiliers and later in the 9th Battalion of the Royal Sussex
Regiment.8 The 9th Battalion landed at Boulogne, France on 31 August 1915.9 It continued to serve
on the Western Front until the Armistice and was disbanded in early 1919.

Evidence was not found to identify when Reginald
joined the Battalion, but he was not theoretically old
enough to enlist until the summer of 1917, or to go
overseas until the summer of 1918. However, on 19
June 1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station with gun shot wounds to the
chest. He survived for eleven days, but died on 1 July at
the age of just 19.10 He was buried the following day in
Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 5. Row D. Grave
e 2 No. 6) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding. He was
SR R identified as a member of the Church of England.

The day that Reginald was admitted to the 1st CCCS,
there were 332 admissions - the highest number of
admissions in one day in the whole month of June.1!
Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried
in the Pernes British Military Cemetery died at one of
the nearby clearing stations.12 This cemetery was only
set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4t Canadian
Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back
by the German advance.

R. Careless in Pernes British Military Cemetery
(Source: Author, July 2015)
Reginald’s mother was notified of his death and she

received the monies owing to him by the army after his death.13 Reginald was awarded the British
War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an
operational theatre).14

Reginald’s death was the second tragedy of this war for his mother. Reginald’s father, John, had died
two years earlier. Private John Careless enlisted with the 1st Battalion of the Queen's Own (Royal
West Kent) Regiment in December 1914. He went to France on 13 May 1915 and was reported
missing just over a year later and is presumed to have died on 22 July 1916. He is honoured on the



Thiepval Memorial in the Somme, France. John was awarded the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the
1914-15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December
1915).15

Both father and son are honoured on the Tunbridge Wells War Memorial'¢ and on a plaque at St
James Church, Tunbridge Wells.1” Reginald’s mother died in 1925 and was buried in Tunbridge
Wells Borough Cemetery on 22 December.18
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