Private Robert William Price
Regimental number: 21768
1st Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment

born: 1891 - died: 30 June 1918

Private Robert William Price, born in 1891 in Marylebone, London,! was the son of Robert William
and Louisa Price.2 His father was born in about 1870 in Bristol, Gloucestershire, and his mother, the
former Louisa Summerell, was also born in about 1870 in Bristol. Robert and Louisa were married
in 1889 in Barton Hill, St Luke, Somersetshire, England.3 In 1891, they were living with Robert’s
parents, Andrew and Elizabeth Price, where Robert was a boot maker.4 Their first child, Robert
William, was born later that year.5 There followed eight more children: Charles E. (born in about
1894), Frederick T. (born in about 1897), Arthur S. (born in about 1899), Albert (born in about
1900), Alfred (born in about 1902), Louisa S. (born in about 1904), Archibald (born in about 1907)
and Elizabeth (born in about 1909).6

e |
' 2 7~ Robert followed in his father’s footsteps and, in 1911, he too
 was a boot maker. In 1914, he married Maud L. M. Harris in
Bristol” and they had at least one child - son, Robert W.,
bornin 1915.8

Robert enlisted as a Private in the 1st Battalion,
Gloucestershire Regiment. The Battalion went to France,
landing at Le Havre on the 13August 1914, and fought on
the Western Front throughout the war, taking part in most
major engagements.® It is not known when Robert went to
the Western Front, but on 23 June 1918, he was admitted to
the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.1? That day had
been a quiet one for his unit, but two Other Ranks were
wounded - perhaps Robert was one of them.!! Robert died
| atthe 1st CCCS seven days later of nephritis, pneumonia and
| aheart condition. He was buried the following day in Pernes
British Military Cemetery (Plot 5. Row D. Grave No. 5) with
the chaplain J. K. Tibbitts presiding. Robert was listed as a
member of the Church of England.

Robert was one of 200 admitted to the 1st CCCS that on 23
June and one of 82 who died there in the month of June.12
Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in
the Pernes British Military Cemetery died at one of the
nearby clearing stations.!3 This cemetery was only set up in
April 1918 when the 15t and 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by
the German advance.

R. W. Price in Pernes celemtery
(Source: Author, July 2015)

His wife, Maud, was notified of his death at Glendare Street, Barton Hill, Bristol and she received the
monies owing to him by the army after his death.!* Robert was awarded the British War Medal (for
service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational
theatre).15
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