
Private Sydney Kidd 
Regimental number: 88550 
46th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps 
 
born: about 1888 - died: 20 July 1918 
 
Private Sydney Kidd, born about 1888,1 was the son of James and Tamar Kidd of Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire.2 His father, James, was born about 1854 in Newborough, Staffordshire, the son of 
John and Mary Kidd.3 His mother, the former Tamar Donnison, was born in 1857 in King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk,4 the daughter of William and Mary Ann Donnison of Kingston upon Hull, Yorkshire.5 James 
and Tamar married in late 1877 near Birmingham, Warwickshire.  
 
James and Tamar had eight children – all of whom survived to 1911.6 Sydney had four brothers – 
Alfred (born in about 1877),7 William (born in about 1882),8 George (born in about 1886),9 and 
James (born in about 1893)10 – and three sisters – Mary (born in about 1883),11 Nellie (born in 
about 1887)12 and Annie (born in about 1895).13  
 
When Sydney’s father was young, he was a general labourer.14 He was then a groom15 and then for 
three decades he was a domestic gardener.16 In 1911, the family, with five children, was living at 30 
Marle Hill Road, St Paul’s in Cheltenham.17 Sydney, who was living at home, was working as a 
domestic gardener. Unfortunately, his mother died in the spring or early summer of 1911.18  
 
In the spring of 1917, Sydney married Winnifred Howell in Cheltenham.19 Winnifred was the 
daughter of William and Louisa Howell. William was a publican who, in 1911, was living at 65 High 
Street, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire and his daughter, Winnifred, was an assistant in a draper’s 
shop.20 Sydney and Winnifred likely did not have any children.  
 

Sydney enlisted in the army in Birmingham and served 
initially with the Royal Army Service Corps.21 However, when 
he died, he was with the 46th Battalion of the Machine Gun 
Corps.  
 
On 20 July 1918, the 46th Battalion was stationed in the Gorre 
and Essars sections, near Bethune in northern France. It fired 
2,350 rounds at the enemy artillery.22 Unfortunately one 
Other Rank was killed in action – it may have been Sydney.  
Sydney was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station with gunshot wounds that penetrated his back and 
abdomen and gunshot wounds to his left leg. Since he is 
recorded as having died the same day, he may have been dead 
when he was admitted. Sydney, a member of the Church of 
England, was buried in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 
5, Row F, Grave 14) the next day, with the chaplain J. K. Tibbits 
presiding. The journal entry for Sydney’s passage at the 1st 
CCCS was made by the chaplain R. L. Brydges because, on the 
day Sydney was admitted, the Chaplain and Honorary Captain 
Tibbits left the 1st CCCS on leave.23  
 



The day Sydney was admitted to the 1st CCCS, there were 148 admissions.24 Sydney was one of 39 to 
die at that CCCS in July. Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in the Pernes British 
Military Cemetery died at one of the nearby clearing stations.25 This cemetery was only set up in 
April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by 
the German advance. 
 
One of the chaplains notified his wife, who was then living either with her parents at 65 High Street 
in Cheltenham, or at 8 Fairfield Walk, Leckhampton near Cheltenham. His wife received the monies 
owing to him by the army after his death. At the time Sydney’s father was probably living at 
Hanover Inn on Hanover Street, St. Paul's in Cheltenham.  
 
Sydney was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).26 
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