
Rifleman Arthur William Kitching   
Regimental Number: 27636 
7th Battalion, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry   
 
born: 1889 - died: 20 May 1918 
 
Arthur William, born in early 1889,1 was the son of Alfred and Ellen Kitching of Yorkshire. Arthur’s 
father, Alfred William Kitching died when Arthur was young - sometime between 1895 and 1901. In 
1901, Arthur was living at 46 Winchester Street, Armley, Bramley, Yorkshire, with his mother, 
Ellen, a widow and a shopkeeper, and his three brothers:2 Richard Nugent (born 1891),3 William 
Crampton (born 1893)4 and Samuel (born 1895).5 In 1911, they were all living at Blue Hill Cottage 
Wortley. By then all four boys were working: Arthur as a bookkeeper for a stationer/printer, 
Richard as a butcher, William as a clerk for a woollen merchant and Samuel as an electrician.6  
 
Before the war, Arthur married Lilian M. Sneath in Bramley, Yorkshire.7 He enlisted in Leeds 
sometime before December 1915.8  He served in a number of units of the Shropshire Light Infantry: 
the Rifle Brigade (Rifleman Regimental number: 26289), Infantry Base Depot, 8th Rifle Brigade, Rifle 
Brigade, Labour Corps, Platoon 14, D Company and, finally, the 7th Battalion (Regimental number: 
27636).9 He had also served in the King’s Royal Rifle Corp (Regimental number: 26320).10 There is 
no evidence that any of his brothers served in the Great War. 
 
The 7th Battalion, a Service Battalion formed at the beginning of the war, “...suffered more casualties 
than any other KSLI battalion, with 1048 killed in action or died during the war, and earned more 
battle honours than any other KSLI battalion.”11 
 

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station on 20 May 1918 with shrapnel wounds to his left leg 
and shoulder.12  He died the same day and was buried the 
following day in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, 
Row F, Grave 27). He was a member of the Church of 
England and the burial was under the care of the chaplain, J. 
K. Tibbits.  
 
On 20 May, 370 soldiers were admitted to the 1st Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station – by far the highest number of 
admissions in any one day that month.13  This brought the 
total number of patients to 522. In the whole month of May, 
there were 115 deaths at this CCCS – more than in any of 
the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in 
Pernes. The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set 
up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back by the 
German advance.14 
 
The chaplain notified his wife, who was living at 7 
Hawthorne Place, New Wortley, Leeds, of his death.15 She 
received the outstanding monies owed to him after his 
death.16 Family records suggest that Lilian did not remarry 
and died on the Isle of Wight in 1955.17  



 
Arthur was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star.18  
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