Rifleman Bruno Whittle
Regimental Number: 96435
1/5th Battalion, King’s Liverpool Regiment

born: 1899 - died: 24 May 1918

Bruno Whittle was at least the third in the Whittle line in Lancashire to be called Bruno. Both his
father (born about 1857)! and his grandfather (born about 1825)2 were called Bruno and lived in
Lancashire. Bruno was born in 1899 near Bolton, Lancashire,? the son of Bruno Whittle and his
wife, Betsy Dagnall.4 > He was the second youngest of twelve children - ten of whom survived to
1911. There were five girls: Elizabeth Ann (born about 1879), Mary Isabella (also known as Bella)
(born 1880), Hannah (born about 1885), Emma (born about 1891) and Dorothy (born about 1893);
and five boys: Charles (born about 1883), Joseph (born about 1888), Lewis (born about 1895),
Bruno and the youngest child, William (born about 1901).6

With the industrial revolution, textile manufacturing moved from homes to factories and the
industry grew quickly in the 19th century,” particularly in Lancashire which became a centre for
cotton manufacturing. By the mid-19t century, Lancashire dominated the textile world market. All
working members of the Whittle family were in the textile industry, in a range of occupations that
reflected the labour intensiveness of the industry at that time: winders (winded thread onto the
spindles used in shuttles, piecers (pieced together any threads which broke; work usually done by
children or women), spinners (tended the creel and other aspects of a yarn tufting or twisting
machine or other kind of loom), card room hand (worked in the carding room of the mills) and
rovers (operated a machine to prepare the carded fibre into rolls).8 No doubt, had Bruno survived
the war, he would also have worked in the textile industry.

In 1911, the family was living at 34 Queen Street, Farnworth
in Lancashire. There were eight members of the family living
in a five-room house. Bruno was at school.

Bruno enlisted in Bolton, Lancashire, initially in the 1st
Lancashire Hussars. He transferred to the 5t Battalion of the
King’s Liverpool Regiment. A history of the King’s Liverpool
Regiment suggests that, although there was considerable shell
fire, the spring months of 1918 were relatively uneventful.?
However, for Bruno, May was decisive. On 24 May he was shot
and was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station with gun shot wounds to his left wrist and back. He
died and was buried that same day in Pernes British Military
Cemetery (Plot 2, Row C, Grave 15). The chaplain J. K. Tibbits
presided over the burial of Bruno, who was a member of the
Church of England. His mother, who was still living at 34
Queen Street, Farnworth was notified of his death!® and
received the monies the army owed Bruno after his death.1!

While it may not have been an important month for the King’s g whittle in Pernes British Military Cemetery
Liverpool Regiment, it was for the 1st Canadian Casualty (Source: Author, July 2015)

Clearing Station. There were 115 deaths at this CCCS in May — more than in any of the other three
and a half months that the 1st CCCS was in Pernes. On 24 May, 200 soldiers were admitted to the
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CCCS, bringing the total patients remaining at the CCCS to 418.12 The Pernes British Military
Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations
came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.13

Bruno was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).14

Sadly, Bruno was not the only Whittle son to die in World War I. The eldest son, Joseph, serving
with the East Lancashire Regiment, was killed on 15 July 191615 near Thiepval, 40 kilometres
north-east of Amiens. The following day, his brother, Lewis, serving with the Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment, was killed near Morlancourt, Francelé - just fifteen kilometres away - on 16
July 1916.17 Two years later, Bruno was Kkilled, 80 kilometres further north.

All the Whittle sons are remembered on the online memorial, Bolton Remembers, and there is a
memorial to Bruno in St. Paul’s Churchyard, Walkden.!8
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