Sapper Henry Thomas Kensett
Regimental Number: 681009
11th Battalion, Canadian Railway Troops

born: 18 May 1895 - died: 14 November 1918

Sapper Henry (also known as Harry) Thomas Kensett was born on 18 May 1895 in Kensington,
London! and baptised on 10 June 1895 at St Matthias in Earls Court.2 He was the son of James
George Kensett and Mary Clarke. James was born in about 1865 in Lewisham,3 and Mary was born
in the early 1860s in Herefordshire.4 In 1885, James, a labourer, enlisted in the 10t Royal Hussars5
and, in 1891, he was a patient in a military hospital in Yorkshire.6 After his recovery, he and Mary
were married in St Mathias, Earls Court on 12 December 1892.7

Their first son, George James, was born in Kensington on 14 November 1893.8 Henry was their
second son. A third son, Sydney Herbert was born on 17 November 18969 and finally a daughter,
Ellen was born in 1899.10 Sydney and Ellen were born in Fulham. In 1901, the family was living at 2
Bramber Road, Fulham, where James as a labourer.!! In 1911, the family had moved to a three-
room flat, a few blocks away at 136 Kingwood Road in Fulham. James was a labourer and his son,
Henry, was a milkman.12

The following year, the family made a much bigger move. In about 1912, they immigrated to
Canada?3 and were living at 240 Wilton Avenue, Toronto when, over a period of one year, all three
sons enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. George James enlisted in July 1915 in the 74th
Battalion.14 Harry enlisted on 11 January 1916 in the 169th Battalion!s and Sydney enlisted in the
201st Battalion on 8 July of the same year.16

Harry later transferred to the 11th Battalion, Canadian Railway Troops. The Canadian Railway
Troops were support units for the Canadian Expeditionary Force. In the period before the war,
Canada had built more railways than any other country in the British Empire and, as a result,
Canada was asked to provide railway construction men to form, initially the Canadian Overseas
Railway Construction Corps.l7 After the first Battle of the Somme in 1916, when the armies had
become bogged down in the mud, the Allies decided to make greater use of railways for
transportation and Canada was asked to provide five battalions of railway construction men to
form the Canadian Railway Troops. Harry was serving with the Canadian Railway Troops when he
died, within a few months of his two brothers in 1918.

Sydney was a Private in the 19t Canadian Infantry Battalion when he died of wounds on 23 June
1918.18 He is buried in Bagneux British Cemetery, near Gezaincourt, in the Somme.

George was killed in action when a bomb dropped from an aeroplane on the morning of 13 August
1918 during an attack at Demery.1® He was a Sergeant in the 52nd Battalion (Manitoba Regiment).
He is buried in Roye New British Cemetery, also in the Somme. George left a wife of just a few
months. On 24 March 1918, when he was in England, George married Daisy Elizabeth Everard in St
Alban the Martyr in Fulham, London.2°



Then just three months later, Harry died at the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station near Auberchicourt. He was admitted to
the 1st CCCS on 11 November 1918 - Armistice Day - with
influenza. He died three days later and was buried in the Military
Cemetery at Auberchicourt the following day (Grave 14, Plot 1,
Row A) with the chaplain W. O’Neill Fisher presiding. His mother
was notified of his death. She had lost all three sons in a period of
five months - with the last dying four days after the formal end of
the war.

Influenza accounted for most deaths at the 1st CCCS after the
Armistice. In spite of the horrific number of soldiers killed in
World War I, the influenza pandemic, which affected the whole
world and scourged Europe in 1918-1919, killed more people than
the war itself.2! The war diaries for the 1st CCCS note for 11
November that “Receiving steadily and overflowing into
neighbouring buildings. Very busy. Many Flu cases and Broncho
Pneumonia. The war was not over so far as we were concerned. On
patient claimed to be wounded at 11.10 A.M.”22 Sixty-seven people

H T Kensett in Auberchicourt Cemete . e . .
(Source: Author) M (soldiers and civilians) died at the 1st CCCS in November 1918.

During that period the work of the Centre had shifted from being
primarily surgical to medical, as it has to deal with the influenza pandemic.23

Auberchicourt, a village about 12 kilometres to the east of Douai, was occupied by Commonwealth
troops in October 1918.24 The Auberchicourt British Cemetery, which is just west of the village, was
set up at the end of October and was used until February 1919 while the 6t, 23rd and 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Stations were located nearby.

This was a heavy loss for one family. Mary Kensett died just ten years later, on 31 January 1928, at
the age of 67, of myocarditis, from which she has suffered for three years.2> Her husband, James,
died on 25 October 1930 from angina.26 Their only surviving child, Ellen, married Sidney Sluce,?”
himself a recent immigrant to Canada?8 and a veteran of World War [,2° on 5 September 1921 in
Toronto.
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