Sapper Thomas Ernest Grant
Regimental number: 386825
4th Signal Company, Royal Monmouthshire, Royal Engineers

born: 7 April 1877 - died: 5 July 1918

Sapper Thomas Ernest Grant (known first as Thomas and later, in the army, as Ernest) was born in
on 7 April 18771 in Lambeth, London.2 He was the son of Levi and Fanny Grant and was baptised
when he was five years old in the parish of Emmanuel, West Dulwich in Lambeth.3 His father, Levi,
was born in about 1847 in Crediton, Devon, the son of Thomas and Sarah Grant.> His mother, the
former Fanny Pike, was born in about 1849 in Alderbury, Wiltshire, the daughter of Nathaniel and
Leah Pike.¢ Fanny moved to London with her mother and brother after the death of her father.” In
1871, the three were living in Lambeth, Surrey.8 By 1871, Levi, a carman, had also moved to London
and was living with his sister in Marylebone.®

Levi married Fanny in 1874 in Lambeth, Surrey0 and they had five children: Mary Ann Louise
(born in 1874),!1 Thomas Ernest, Leah Florence (born in 1879)12 and twins, Frederick and Alfred
(born in 1886).13 It appears that Fanny had a son, William (born in 1871), prior to her marriage to
Levi.l4

By 1881, Levi was a police constable and living with Fanny and four of their children at 4
Champness Terrace in Lambeth. Beginning in 1884, Thomas was a student at Salter Hill School, on
Gypsy Road in Lambeth, where his conduct was described as good.!s Levi died in 18861¢ and so, in
1891, Fanny was a widow living with her five children on Clive Road in Lambeth. She was a
domestic cook and Thomas was an errand boy.

In 1901, Thomas, then listed as Ernest, was probably living in the barracks at Tidworth House in
Dulwich, London.1” He was a Driver with the Royal Engineers. Although Thomas had enlisted and
was living away from home, the rest of the family remained close for several decades. In 1901, his
mother was living at 6 Whitely Road in Lambeth with her son, William, and his wife and three
children and her twin sons, Frederick and Alfred.18 Fanny died the following year.19 Her son,
William, was living at 24 Anerley Road in Upper Norwood in 1911, where he was an advertisers’
and publishers’ agent.20 His twin brothers, Frederic and Alfred, also in the publishing industry, were
still living with William and his family. His sister, Mary Ann Louise, had married William Staniford, a
constable with the Metropolitan police, in 189721 and, in 1911, was living in Upper Norwood. Her
sister, Leah Florence, who never married,?2 was living with them.23

Late in 1904 or early in 1905, Thomas Ernest married Hannah Hilley Teasell in London.2+ Hannah
was born in about 1877, possibly in Clerkenwell, London.25 In 1911, Thomas and Hannah (then
called Ann) were living at 24 Handforth Road in Brixton.2¢ They did not have any children. Thomas
was a carman, working for a laundry and Ann was a dining room keeper.

Ernest served with the Royal Monmouthshire, a militia unit of the Royal Engineers.2” It was
originally an Infantry Militia charged with home defence, but became a Royal Engineer unit in 1896.
At the outbreak of the Great War, Ernest was already 37 years old, but he still enlisted as a Sapper
in the Royal Engineers early in the war, perhaps because he had already served with this corps. He
went to France on 14 December 1914.28



Ernest survived three and half years on the Front but,on 14  =— e oo |
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June 1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station with a compound fracture of his skull.2% The
cause was accidental. He was one of 91 admissions to the 1st
CCCS that day.3° He survived just over three weeks - an
exceptionally long time for a soldier at the 1st CCCS - but died
of his wounds on 6 July. He was buried the following day in
the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row D, Grave
47) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbitts presiding. Ernest was
identified as Church of England.

Ernest was one of 39 to die at this CCCS in July 1918 and one
of over 1,000 First World War soldiers buried in the Pernes
British Military Cemetery - most of them were soldiers who
died at one of the nearby clearing stations.3! The Pernes
British Military Cemetery was set up in April 1918 when the
1stand 4t Canadian Casualty Clearing Stations came to
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.

His wife, who was then living at 50 Brewer Street, Shaftsbury
Avenue, London W., was notified of his death.32 She also

received the monies owing to him by the army after his E. Grant in Pernes British Mmry Cometary
death.33 She continued to live at 50 Brewer Street until at (Source: Author, July 2015)
least 1935.34

Ernest was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).35
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