
Private Ernest Goulding  
Regimental number:  13018 
6th Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment 
 
born: 1897 - died: 29 April 1916 
 
Private Ernest Goulding was born in 1897 in Midsomer Norton, near Clutton in Somerset.1 He was 
the second child of William Charles Samuel Goulding and his first wife, the former Sarah Jane 
Short.2  William Charles (who was known as both William and Charles throughout his life) was born 
in 1874, also near Clutton3 and his wife, Sarah Jane, was born there three years earlier.4 William 
Charles and Jane married near Bath in 1893. Their first child – Edith May – was born in 18965 and 
then Ernest was born a year later. Sadly his mother died in 1898,6 at the age of 27, leaving two very 
young children.  
 
In 1901, when Ernest was six, he was living in Sherston, Wiltshire with Georgina Goulding,7 
Georgiana was the widow of his father’s cousin, George Goulding. Georgiana and George had 
married in 1883,8 but George died in 1888,9 leaving Georgiana with one son, Sidney.10 Ernest’s older 
sister, Edith May, was living in Midsomer Norton with her father and her great-grandparents.11 
William was a railway booking clerk and his father was a tailor and beer retailer.   
 
In 1903, Ernest’s father remarried, marrying Maud Eliza Sheppard near Bath.12 William Charles 
then had at least four children with his second wife: Henry Charles (born in 1903),13 Ronald 
William (born in 1905),14 Leslie Cyril (born in 1906 but died in 1907)15 and a daughter (probably 
Gwendoline M.), who was born on the day the census was taken – 2 April 1911.16  
 
Ernest’s father, William, was still a railway clerk and, in 1911, the family was living at 52 Benedict 
Street in Glastonbury, Somerset.17 
 
Ernest enlisted as a Private in the Dorsetshire Regiment in Charing Cross, Middlesex.18 The 
Regiment landed in Boulogne, France on 14 July 1915.19 Ernest joined the Regiment less than a 
month later, joining the 8th Battalion in France on 20 August 1915.20 He died about eight months 
later. In late April, the Battalion was stationed near Armentières, France.21 This is probably where 
Ernest was wounded. He died at the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, which was stationed in 
Bailleul, France, on 29 April of wounds and gas poisoning.22  
 
Ernest was buried in the Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row D, Grave 
114).23 Bailleul was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became an important railhead, air depot and 
hospital centre. Several Casualty Clearing Stations, including the 1st Canadian, were quartered there 
for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. 
An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918, and occurred again in September 
and after the Armistice, when graves were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.24 
 
A letter was sent to his father, who was then living at Park Villa, Station Road in Glastonbury, to 
notify him of his death and the monies owing to him by the army after the war were also sent to his 
father.  
 
Ernest was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).25 
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