
Company Quartermaster Sergeant John Woodward 
Regimental number:  65895 
11th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps  
 
born:  about 1883 - died: 10 September 1918 
 
Company Quartermaster Sergeant John Woodward was born in about 1883,1 the son of John and 
Isabella Woodward.2 His father, John, was born in about 1855 in Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire and 
his mother, the former Isabella Patterson, was born in about 1858 in Northumberland.3 Isabella 
was the daughter of James and Isabella Patterson.4 John and Isabella had at least ten children: 
Isabella (born in about 1877),5 Agnes (born in about 1879),6 William (born in 1880),7 John, Jane 
(born in about 1885),8 Benjamin (born in about 1887),9 Lille (born in about 1889),10 Josephine 
(born in about 1892),11 Edith (born in about 1896),12 and Francis (born in about 1900).13  
 
In 1881, the family was living at 24 Blake Street in Barrow-in-Furness, where John’s father was a 
steel work labour.14 By 1891, they had moved to 3 Hawke Street.15 Sometime between 1892 and 
1896, the family moved to Dundee in Scotland, where the last two children were born. In 1901, the 
family was living at 28 Annfield Row, near Dundee, where John’s father was an iron moulder and 
John was an apprentice plumber.16   
 
Six years later, John married Margaret Murray Bonnar17 (born in about 1885 in Dundee).18 In 1911, 
they were living at 179A Blackness Road, Dundee where John as an iron dresser.19 They had one 
child – a son, John, born in 1908.  
 
It was in Dundee that John enlisted in the Machine Gun Corps.20 At the beginning of the war, the 
tactical potential of machine guns was not sufficiently appreciated by the British Military.21 There 
were just two machine guns in infantry battalion and cavalry regiment. After a year on the Western 
Front, it was realised that the army could be more effective with machine guns in larger units, 
crewed by specially trained men. As a result the Machine Gun Corps was formed in October 1915.  
 
John was wounded on 10 September 1918.22 He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station with shrapnel wounds to his abdomen and died the same day. He was buried the same day 
in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 45) with the chaplain W. F. O’Neill Fisher 
presiding. He was a member of the Church of England.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.23 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.24 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September.  
 
No information about his next-of-kin was available at the time of his death,25 but later his wife, who 
was still living on Blackness Road, received the monies owing to him from the army after his 
death.26  
 
John was awarded the Military Medal, which was given to Other Ranks for gallantry and devotion to 
duty when under fire in battle on land.27 He was also awarded the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). 
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