
Gunner Harry Charlesworth  
Regimental number:  151447 
87th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
 
born:  10 June 1886 - died: 7 September 1918 
 
Gunner Harry Charlesworth was born on 10 June 1886, the son of James and Millicent 
Charlesworth.1 He was baptised at All Saints Church in the parish of Netherthong, Yorkshire on 1 
August 1886. Harry’s parents were both born in Netherthong – his father, James, in about 1853 and 
his mother, the former Millicent Goddard, in about 1854.2 James and Millicent were married in the 
parish church of Netherthong on 21 December 1878.3 They had three children – Harry and two 
older children (Herbert, born on 6 November 1879,4 and Esther Ann, born on 23 July 1883).5  
 
In 1901, the family was living on Church Street in Netherthong, where James was a woolen presser.6 
By 1911, they were living at 34 Whitehead Lane in Hudderfield, Yorkshire.7 James was still working 
in the woolen industry, as a cloth presser. His son, Harry, the only child still living at home, had 
joined him and was a cloth finisher. His father died in 1916, at the age of 64.8 
 
It was in Huddersfield that Harry enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery.9 The 87th Siege Battery of 
the RGA went to France on 6 May 1916.  It is not known if Harry was with the Battery then, or if he 
joined it later.  
 
On 7 September 1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot 
wounds to his left lung and died the same day.10 He was buried two days later in Duisans’ British 
Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 40) with the chaplain, W. F. O’Neill Fisher presiding. Harry 
was a member of the Church of England.  
 
Duisans’ British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.11 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.12 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September.  
 
The monies owning to him from the army after his death were sent to his mother13 and he left a will 
with probate also to his mother.14  
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