
Gunner Herman Laycock  
Regimental number:  785863 
293rd Army Brigade, Royal Field Artillery  
 
born:  about 1895 - died: 19 September 1918 
 
Gunner Herman Laycock, born in about 18951 in Clayton, Yorkshire,2 was the son of John Booth and 
Elizabeth Ann Laycock.3 His father, John, was born on 21 October 1860 in Great Horton, Yorkshire4 
and his mother, Elizabeth Ann (formerly Mitchell), was born in about 1861, the daughter John 
Mitchell.5 John and Elizabeth were married on 9 June 1886 at St Peter’s Cathedral in Bradford, 
Yorkshire.  
 
John and Elizabeth had four children, three of whom had died before 1911. Herman was their only 
child who survived childhood. Two children died at the age of five. Their first child, a daughter, 
Clara, was born late in 1886 and died in 1891.6 Their first son, Harry, was born in about 1889, but 
died in 1894.7 Then Herman was born in about 1895. The Laycock’s fourth children was probably 
born in the early 1890s, but died shortly after.  
 
In 1891, the family was living at 101 Beldon Road, Bradford and John was working as a worsted 
spinning “overlooker.”8 For the at least the next twenty-five years, the family was living at 12 
Crestville Terrace, Clayton in Bradford, where John was a time keeper at a wool combing mill.9 
 
Herman enlisted in the army in Bradford, Yorkshire and served in the Royal Field Artillery.10 On 18 
September 1918, Herman was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with shrapnel 
wounds to his head.11 He died the following day and was buried in Duisans British Military 
Cemetery (Grave 15, Plot 6, Row H), with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding. John and Elizabeth had 
lost their only surviving child, at the age of 24.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.12 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.13 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
Herman’s father was identified as his next-of-kin. His father and mother received the monies owing 
to him from the army after his death. Herman was awarded the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).14 
 
Herman’s parents both died in Yorkshire – his father, John, in April 193415 and his mother, 
Elizabeth Ann, three years later, in April 1937.16 
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