
Gunner Stanley William Lisby 
Regimental number:  152748 
139th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
 
born:  1886 - died: 8 September 1918 
 
Gunner Stanley William Lisby was born in 1886 in Southampton, Hampshire,1 the son of William 
and Matilda Jane Lisby.2  William was born in about 1858 in Poole, Dorset and Matilda Jane 
(formerly Matilda Jane Mitchell) in 1861 in Southampton. William and Matilda Jane were married in 
1885 in Southampton.3 They had two sons: Stanley and Leslie Norman (born in about 1894).4 They 
lost both sons in the Great War.  
 
In 1891, Stanley was living with his parents at 15 Ordnance Road, Southampton, where his father 
was a grocer.  In 1901, the family was living at 13 London Road, still in Southampton. In 1911, they 
were still at the same address. Stanley’s father was still a grocer, but now Stanley (aged 25) was 
also a grocer.  From at least 1891, probably until 1910 when she died at the age of 85, Stanley’s 
grandmother, Matilda Mitchell, lived with the family.   
 
In 1913, Stanley married Lilian Kate Vincent in Southampton.5 They do not appear to have had any 
children.  
 
Stanley enlisted as a Private in the Royal Garrison Artillery – one element of the Royal Regiment of 
Artillery, which “...was armed with heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers that were positioned 
some way behind the front line and had immense destructive power.”6 “Siege Batteries RGA were 
equipped with heavy howitzers, sending large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory, 
plunging fire. ... As British artillery tactics developed, the Siege Batteries were most often employed 
in destroying or neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on 
strongpoints, dumps, store, roads and railways behind enemy lines.”7 Stanley served in the 139th 
Siege Battery,8 which first went overseas on 1 August 1916. It is not known when he joined the 
Front.  
 
On 7 September 1918, Stanley was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with 
gunshot wounds to his abdomen and right hand.9 He died there the following day – less than a year 
after his brother had died serving in Syria. Stanley was buried on 9 September in Duisans British 
Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 41) with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding. Stanley was a 
member of the Church of England.  
 
Duisans’ British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.10 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.11 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September.  
 
His wife, Lilian, who was then living at 57 Arcne Road in Southampton, was notified of his death.12 
She also received the monies owing to him from the army after his death.13 He left a will covering 
effects of just over £223, with probate to his wife. She does not appear to have remarried, and 
probably died in 1976.14  
 
Stanley’s brother, Leslie, also served and died in the Great War. He was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 4th 
Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment and was serving in the Middle East when he died. He joined 



the Egyptian Expeditionary Force on 12 January 1916.15 In 1917, the Battalion moved into 
Palestine, and took part in the Battle of Tel el Khuweilfe16 part of the Southern Palestine Offensive 
that began on 1 November 1917.17 Leslie was likely killed in this action. He died on 5 November 
1917 and was buried in the Beersheba War Cemetery in the Southern District of Israel.18  
 
Stanley’s mother had lost both of her sons and, a few years after the war, she lost her husband. 
William died in 1924.19 Matilda probably continued to live in Southampton and died in 1940.20 
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