Private Arthur Henry Greenshaw
Regimental number: 887614
28th Battalion, Canadian Infantry

born: 1 August 1898 - died: 9 September 1918

Private Arthur Henry Greenshaw was born on 1 August 1898 in Shoal Lake, Manitoba, Canada,! the
son of Edward Ernest Greenshaw and his wife, the former Edith Emily Castell.2

Arthur’s father, Edward, was born in 1868 in Thixendale, Yorkshire, England, the son of Robert and
Charlotte Greenshaw.3 In 1881, he was living with his brother, John Robert, who was a farmer in
Warter, Yorkshire.# In 1889, Edward immigrated to Canada.5 His wife, Edith, was born in 1876 in
Great Bedwyn, Wiltshire, England, the daughter of Charles Smith and Mary Ann Castell.6 She
immigrated to Canada with her father, a farmer, her mother and four siblings in 1889, arriving in
Quebec City and travelling on to Portage La Prairie.” Her father became a school teacher in Shoal
Lake.8 In 1891, Edward was a labourer in Shoal Lake.?

Edward and Edith were married in Shoal Lake on 15 January 1896.10 Arthur was one of probably six
children born to the couple: Olive Maud (born in 1897),11 Arthur, Edward Charles Robert (born in
1900),'2 George Howard (born in 1902, but died less than a year later),!3 Vera Lilian (born in
1904)14 and Edith Mary Madeline (born in 1905).15

In 1901, the family was still living in Shoal Lake, where Arthur’s father was now a merchant.16 By
1911, the family had moved to British Columbia and was living at 1536 Cook Street in Victoria.l?
Arthur’s father was still a merchant.

Arthur enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force and served in the 28th Battalion of the
Canadian Infantry (Northwest).18 This Battalion was created in November 1914. It embarked for
Britain in May 1915 and disembarked in France on 18 September 1915.19 It is not known when
Arthur joined the Front.

On 8 September 1918, he was injured and he died the following day:20

At about 1.50 o’clock on the afternoon of September 8th 1918, and when at Battalion
Headquarters East of Cagnicourt, he was wounded by shrapnel which penetrated his
back. His wounds were attended to and he was evacuated to the No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station where he succumbed the following day.2!

The 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station’s chaplain recorded that he had gunshot wounds that
had penetrated his back and right arm. The war dairies for the 28th Battalion indicate that eighteen
Other Ranks were wounded on 8 September and eight were sent to hospital.22 Perhaps Arthur was
one of them.

Arthur was buried on 9 September in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 42)
with the chaplain W. F. O’N. Fisher presiding.23 Arthur was identified as a member of the Church of
England.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.2¢ The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was



stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.25 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September.

His mother, who was then living in Victoria, British Columbia, was notified of his death.2é She would
have been notified of the deaths of both her sons about the same time. Arthur’s younger brother,
Charles, was a Private (Regimental number: 102237) in the 54t Battalion of the Canadian Infantry
(British Columbia Regiment).2? He died exactly a week before Arthur. Charles was stationed near
Arras, probably just a few kilometres from his brother, when he was Kkilled.

About 10 o’clock on the morning of September 2nd 1918, while advancing with his
Company in an attack near Arras, he was shot through the stomach by a machine
gun bullet. He lived for about four hours after receiving his wound and was cheerful
to the last and appeared to suffer very little.28

He was buried in Dury Hill British Cemetery (Plot 2, Row A, Grave 32), which is located just 25
kilometres from where his brother lies. Charles was identified as being Presbyterian.

Their father, Ernest, died a couple of years after the end of the war. Both parents died in Vancouver
- his father in 192029 and later his mother in 1947.30
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