
Private Edward Freeman Hilton 
Regimental number:  2163315 
3rd Brigade, Canadian Garrison Artillery  
 
born:  26 September 1898 - died: 10 September 1918 
 
Private Edward Freeman Hilton was born on 26 September 1898 in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, the son 
of Alfred Dunstan Snow Hilton and Letitia Penney.1 Both his parents were born in Nova Scotia – his 
father, Alfred, on 30 July 1877,2 the son of Edward and Mary Hilton3 and his mother, Letitia, on 9 
July 1877,4 probably the daughter of Marsden and Mathilda Penney.5 His parents were married on 1 
June 1898 in the Baptist church in Yarmouth.6 They had at least eight children: Edward, Dorothy E. 
(born on 24 January 1901),7 Mary (born in about 1903),8 Isabel (born in about 1905),9 Louie (born 
in about 1906),10 Sara (probably also known as Sally) (born in about 1908),11 Joseph (born in about 
1909)12 and George (born in about 1916).13  
 
In 1901, Alfred, Letitia and their first two children were living with Alfred’s mother, Mary Hilton in 
Yarmouth, where Alfred worked as a spinner in a cotton mill. Then, from November 1913 to April 
1918, Alfred and Letitia lived in Beverly, Massachuesetts in the United States.14 It is not known 
which of the children were living with them, or where Edward was. However, on 20 January 1917, 
when Edward enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force, he and his father were living 
in Yarmouth.15  
 
Edward enlisted in Halifax, Nova Scotia.16 He indicated that he was born on 21 September 1897, 
suggesting he was 19 years of age. In fact, he was probably only 18 at the time. He was 5’ 5½“ tall 
and had a fair complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair. He was a fireman, a Methodist and had 
previously served in the Royal Canadian Garrison Artillery. 
 
He continued to serve in the R.C.G.A. and was probably with the 3rd Brigade.17 It is not known when 

he went to France, but he was injured and died in September 
1918.18  
 
On 10 September 1918, the 3rd Brigade received “harassing fire 
by 6” Hows.”19 This may have been when Edward was injured, 
because he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station with shrapnel wounds to his right leg and a compound 
fracture on 10 September.20 He died the same day – just days 
before his 20th birthday. He was buried the following day in 
Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave No. 54, Plot 4, Row H) 
with the chaplain A. D. Reid presiding.  
 
Duisans’ British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, 
in France. The first burials took place in the cemetery in March 
1917.21 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and 
was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 
1918.22 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st CCCS in September.  
 
Edward is commemorated on a Hilton memorial in the Yarmouth 
Mountain Cemetery and on the Yarmouth Town and County War 
memorial.23 



 
His father, who was reported to be in Yarmouth after the war, was notified of his death. However, 
just months before Edward’s death, his father had enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary 
Force (Regimental number: 3257752).24 He enlisted in St John, New Brunswick on 9 April 1918, at 
the age of 40. He was a machine fitter, 5’ 8” tall and had a medium complexion, grey eyes and grey 
and black hair. He was a Baptist. Although he reported that his home was in Yarmouth,25 he was 
also shown as an American resident serving in the Canadian Expeditionary Force.26  
 
Alfred survived the war. He served initially with the 56th Battalion but, when he returned to Canada, 
he was with the 1st Canadian Reserve Battalion.27 He sailed from Southampton, England on the 
Aquitania and arrived back in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 
19 June 1919 and then went on to the United States, 
where he was also reported to have been living 
before enlisting.28 
 
Two years later, Edward’s mother, Letitia, was living 
in Yarmouth with six of their children and Alfred’s 
mother, Mary.29 There is no indication of where 
Alfred was then. However, by 1930, the family is 
together in Boston, Massachusetts. Alfred and Letitia 
and three of their children are renting a home at 14 
Lesher Street in Boston. Alfred is employed as a 
machinist. Ten years later, Alfred and Letitia are still 
in Boston, living at 3840 Washington Street. Alfred, at 
the age of 61, is still employed, but now as a building 
superintendent and he is a naturalized American 
citizen.30  
 
In 1946, he made a claim for disability or retirement 
benefits from the US Social Security.31 He died the 
following year.32  Letitia died in 1971.33 They are both 
commemorated on the Hilton family memorial in 
Yarmouth Mountain Cemetery.34 
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