
Private Frank Payne 
Regimental number:  24829 
11th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps 
 
born:  about 1897 - died: 16 September 1918 
 
Private Frank Payne, born in about 1897 near Medway, Kent, was the son of Erasmus Eli and 
Elizabeth Payne.1 Erasmus Eli was born in 1864, the son of Amos Payne,2 in Brenchely, Kent.3 His 
wife, the former Elizabeth Clark, was born in 1866, the daughter of James Clark,4 in Marden, Kent.5 
They were married on 14 February 1885 in Yalding, Kent, where Erasmus was a labourer.6 They 
had eight children, three of whom died before 1911.7 Six of Frank’s seven siblings, including two of 
those who died in childhood, were identified: Elizabeth Frances (born in about 1885, but died in 
1901),8 Emma (born in about 1888 and died in about 1889),9 Erasmus Ernest (born in about 
1891),10 Ethel M. (born in about 1894),11 Edward (born in about 1900)12 and Nellie (born in about 
1904).13 
 
In 1891, the family was living in Rochester, Kent, where Frank’s father was a brewer’s drayman.14 
In 1901, they had moved to 106 Henry Street, Chatham15 and then, by 1911, to 110 High Street in 
Milton Regis, where Erasmus was now a brewer’s storekeeper.16 Frank, age 15, was a butcher’s 
errand boy.  
 
Frank enlisted in the army in Margate, Kent, serving initially with the East Kent Regiment, then 
transferring to the Machine Gun Corps.17 He joined the Front in France on 1 June 1915.18 He 
survived over three years before being fatally injured by a bomb in September 1918.19 On 16 
September he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with wounds to his neck 
and a compound fracture of his left arm (humerus).  He died that day and was buried the same day 
in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 7, Plot 6, Row H) with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.20 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.21 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
His mother, who was his next-of-kin, was notified of his death. She was then living at 23 
Shakespeare Road, Sittingbourne. Frank’s father, Erasmus, appears to have been living in London, 
at 69 Dalberg Road, Brixton, from about 1920.22  
 
Frank was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23 
 
Frank’s brother, Erasmus Ernest, also served, but survived, the Great War.  He enlisted in February 
1916, age 26, in the Coldstream Guard.24 He was an engine driver’s mate and living in Chatham. Just 
a month after enlisting, he married Maud Elizabeth Obee in Sittingbourne. He went overseas on 31 
January 1917 and was injured just over a year later. He received a gunshot wound to his head on 30 
March 1918 and was admitted to hospital in Etaples the following day. He was evacuated to 
England on 14 April 1918, just five months before his brother was killed. Erasmus was demobilized 
on 18 October 1919 and was awarded the British War and the Victory Medals. He was living at 23 
Shakespeare Road, Sittingbourne, possibly with his mother, Elizabeth. Erasmus and his wife, Maud, 



probably had at least six children; Erasmus Ernest (born on 13 March 1919), Douglas H. (born in 
about 1920),25 Ethel E. (born in about 1926),26 Winnifred M. (born in about 1928),27 Edwin C. (born 
in about 1931)28 and George A. (born in about 1932).29 
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