
Private John Nixon  
Regimental number:  535375 
15th London Regiment (Prince of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles) 
 
born:  about 1897 - died: 11 September 1918 
 
Private John Nixon, born in about 18971 in Gawsworth, Cheshire,2 was the son of William and Mary 
Jane Nixon. Both his parents were also born in Cheshire. His father, William, was born in about 
1877 in Marton, near Congleton, the son of William and Harriet.3 His mother, Mary Jane, was born 
in Henbury, in about 1874.4 William and Mary Jane (née Bottomley) were married on 8 October 
1895 in the parish of Siddington.5 They had two children – a daughter, Mary Jane, born in about 
18966 and then, a year later, their son, John.  
 
Sadly, John’s father died the following year, at the age of 21,7 leaving Mary Jane with two children 
under the age of three. John’s father’s family had been farmers. Although John’s mother had been a 
pupil teacher before she married, after her husband’s death, Mary Jane was farming. In 1901, she 
was living at Morton House in Gawsworth and employed Edward Prince, an agricultural labourer.8 
In 1911, the family was at the same address and Edward Prince was still living in the house and 
working for Mary Jane.9  
 
In Macclesfield, Cheshire, John enlisted as a Private in the 15th London Regiment.10 The 15th (County 
of London) Battalion of the London Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own Civil Service Rifles) was a 
territorial battalion formed in August 1914 to attract civil servants to serve in the Great War.11  
 
On 9 September 1918, John was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with shell 
wounds and gas poisoning.12 He survived two days, but died on 11 September. He was buried the 
following day in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 5, Row H, Grave 58). It is probable that the 
chaplain, W. F. O’Neill presided at his burial.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.13 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.14 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
His mother, who was then living in Big Bailey Riding in Gawsworth, was notified of his death15. She 
also received the monies owing to him from the army after his death. John was awarded the British 
War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an 
operational theatre).16 
 
His mother, Mary Jane, remarried in 1921.17 She married Edward Prince, who had been living with 
the family and working on the family farm for at least two decades. Edward was born in about 1876 
in Siddington,18 the son of Edward and Olive Prince.19  Edward’s mother, Olive, died at the age of 34, 
when Edward was just two years old.20 In 1881, Edward’s family was living near the family of John’s 
father, William.  
 
Mary Jane Prince died on 17 July 1928, at the age of 54.21 John’s sister, also Mary Jane, probably 
married John A. Rowbotham in 1918.22    
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