Sapper Cyril Collis
Regimental number: 495377
81st Brigade, Signal Sub. Section Royal Engineers, Royal Garrison Artillery

born: about 1889 - died: 17 September 1918

Sapper Cyril Collis was born in about 1889 near Steyning, Sussex.! He was the son of Alfred and
Emma Jane Collis.2 Alfred was born in Arlesford, Hampshire in about 1861 and his wife, the former
Emma Jane Chant, in Broad Chalk, Wiltshire, two years later. They were married near Alresford,
Hampshire, in 18823 and had five children - three of whom survived to 1911.4 Cyril’s eldest
brother, Frank, was born in 18835 and his older sister, Edith, in about 1885.6 He had another older
brother, Alfred, born the year before Cyril, but who died the following year.” The name of the Collis’
fifth children is not known.

The family lived Brighton area. In 1891, it was living at “Fir Grove,” Dyke Road Avenue, Patcham,
where Alfred was a gardener.8 By 1901, the family had moved to 14 Robertson Road, Preston, and
Cyril’s brother, Alfred, had also become a gardener.® In 1911, they were still living in Preston, but at
13 Bates Road and Cyril had become a plumber’s assistant working for a builder.10 Cyril’s sister,
Edith, had married John Henry Venables in 1906 and in 1911 was living in Farnham, Sussex. Edith
and John'’s eldest daughter, Edith Amelia, however, was living with her grandparents in Preston. 11

In 1915, Cyril married Mabel Florence Sadler near Steyning, Sussex!2 and they had a daughter, Ada
May, born on 4 October of the same year.13 His wife, Mabel, was probably born in about 1889 near
Elham, Kent.14

Cyril enlisted as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers in Brighton.1s On 15 September 1918, he was
admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.1¢ He died of bronchial pneumonia just two
days later and was buried that day in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 10, Plot 6. Row H),
with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.17 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.18 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.

Cyril’s wife, who was living at The Cottage, Mount Harry, Surrenden Road, Preston Park, near
Brighton, was notified of his death.19 She also received the monies owing to him from the army after
his death.20

Cyril was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).2! He is honoured on the Brighton War
Memorial and listed on the memorial at St. Johns Parish Church, Preston Park.22

His wife, Mabel, died in 1978 near Brighton.z3 His daughter, Ada, married George S. Wilkins in 1940,
near Brighton.2* George was probably a Canadian - perhaps serving in the Second World War.25
They had two children - John, born 17 April 1941 and Marian ]., born 20 May 1946. Ada died in
Worthing, West Sussex in May 1994.26
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