Second Lieutenant Thomas Archibald Truman
Regimental number: -
56t Divisional Train, Army Service Corps

born: 29 December 1880 - died: 14 September 1918

Second Lieutenant Thomas Archibald Truman was born on 29 December 1880 and baptised on 25
January 1881 at St Paul’s Church in Wolborough, Devon.! He was the youngest child of Thomas and
Catherine Truman. His father, Thomas Charles, a coal dealer, was born in about 1850 near Bow in
North Devon,? the son of Charles Truman who, like his son, was coal dealer.3 His mother, Catherine,
whose maiden name was also Truman, was born about 1852 near Newton Abbot, Devon,* the
daughter of William Truman, a saddler. Thomas and Catherine were married on 29 May 1873 in St
Mary’s Church in Wolborough. They had five children, four of whom survived to 1911: Henry Salter
(born in 1874),5 Ethel Kate (born in 1875),6 Beatrice Maud (born in April 1877),7 Catherine May
(born in November 1878 and who died in 1905,8 as the wife of Robert Henry J. Crook),° and
Thomas.

In 1881, the family was living at 34 East Street in Newton Abbot, where Thomas'’s father was a coal
merchant.10 Thomas’ older brother, Henry, was not with the family - he was living with his aunt,
Louise Salter Arnold, in Epping, Essex.!!

In 1891, at the age of 10, Thomas was a boarder at the Independent College public school in
Taunton.12 His parents were living at “The Mount” in Newton Abbot, where Thomas’s father was
now a turf accountant.!3 Ten years later, Thomas was a bank clerk and lodging with Joshua Bailey
and his wife, Fanny, on Church Street in Westbury, Wiltshire.14 His parents were still in Newton
Abbot living, at 17 Powderham Road with Thomas’ two sisters, Ethel and Catherine. His father was
a commission agent, working at home on his own account. Also living with them were his mother’s
niece, Emma Matilda Truman, and a granddaughter, Catherine Louise Truman.

On 5 January 1908, Thomas married Margaret Lee near Liskeard in Cornwall.1> Margaret was born
in about 1881 in Liskeard,!¢ the daughter of Richard H. and Blanch D Lee.!” Her father was a draper.
They had a son, Clifford Archibald, born in the spring of 1908.18 Sadly he died shortly thereafter.1?
Two years later, Thomas and Margaret had a second son, Norman Archibald, born on 5 February
1910 and baptised at St Mary de Lode Church in Gloucester on 28 February. The next year, Thomas
and Margaret were living at 92 Weston Road in Gloucester, where Thomas was a back cashier. In
1915, Thomas and Margaret probably had a daughter, Margaret C., born in Penzance.20

Thomas enlisted and joined the Front in France.?! He was initially a Private, but received a
commission on 27 October 1917. He served in the Army Service Corps. On 11 September 1918, he
was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with peritonitis. 22 He survived for three
years, but died on 14 September- just months before his 38t birthday. He was buried on 16
September in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 6, Plot 6, Row H) with the chaplain W.
Fisher presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.23 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.24 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.



Thomas’ wife, who was then living at 12 Pendarvis Road in Penzance, Cornwall was notified of his
death.25 He left a will covering effects of £505, with probate to his wife.2é

Thomas was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).2”

The years leading up to the Great War were marked by several loses for the Truman family.
Thomas’ sister, Beatrice Maud married Walter Wright in 1899 near Barnstaple, Devon and they had
a daughter, Catherine Beatrice, born in about 1904. But, sadly, Walter died in 1904. Thomas’ sister,
Catherine, died in 1905, leaving a two-year old son. Thomas’ brother, Henry Salter, married Emily
Hicks Lavis in 1895 and, in 1911, was a turf accountant, living in Teignmouth, Devon. He died in
1914 at the age of 40.28

Thomas’ sister, Ethel, died in 193429 and then both his parents died in 1936, just three months
apart.3? Thomas’ wife, Margaret, died in 195531 and his sister, Beatrice, in 1973.32
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