
Gunner Idwal David Isaac  
Regimental number:  199188 
195th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery  
 
born:  about 1897 - died: 28 September 1918 
 
Gunner Idwal David Isaac was born in about 1897 near Bridgend, Glamorgan, Wales,1 the eldest 
child of Morris and Ann Isaac.2 Thomas Morris Isaac was born in about 1874 in Maesteg, 
Glamorgan3 and his wife, the former Ann Peregrine, was born in about 1874, in Trewyddel, 
Pembrokeshire.4  Morris and Ann were married near Bridgend in 1896.5 They had four children:   
Idwall, Emlyn Peregrine (born in about 1900),6 Edgar Henry (born in about 1904)7 and Dilys Annie 
(born in about 1908).8  
 
In 1901, the family was living at 54 Station Street in Maesteg, where Morris was a colliery fireman, 
working underground. His father-in-law, Simon Peregrine, also a colliery labourer was living with 
them. Ten years later, Morris was a colliery examiner below ground and his son, Idwal, was a 
butcher’s apprentice. The family was living at 20 Golden Terrace, Bridgend.  
 
By the time Idwal enlisted at the age of 21, he had joined his father at the colliery.9 He enlisted in 
Cardiff on 21 March 1918, when the family was living at 10 Bridge Street, Maesteg. He was 5’ 4½” 
tall and had brown hair, a bright complexion and brown eyes.  He disembarked in France on 4 June 
and joined the 195th Siege Battery in July. Only a few months later, he was injured and admitted to 
the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.10 He had shrapnel wounds to his arm, back and legs and 
had injured his right kidney. He survived for three days, dying on 27 September. He was buried the 
next day in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 22, Plot 7, Row A) with the chaplain A. D. Reid 
presiding. 
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.11 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.12 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
Idwal was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).13 
 
Idwal’s mother was identified as his next-of-kin and received the monies owing to him from the 
army after his death. Both Idwal’s parents died in Bridgend – his mother in 193514 and his father in 
1951.15  
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