
Lieutenant John Swallow Hibberd 
Regimental number:  –  
47th Battalion, Canadian Infantry, Canadian Expeditionary Force  
 
born: probably 14 July 1877 - died: 29 September 1918 
 
Lieutenant John Swallow Hibberd was probably born on 14 July 1877 in Devizes, Wiltshire, 
England,1 the youngest child of William and Sarah Ann (née Snook) Hibberd.2 He was christened on 
19 August 1877 in Urchfont, Wiltshire. Both his parents were born in Urchfont – William in about 
1831 and Sarah Ann in about 18353 – and were married there in 1857.4  
 
John was one of ten children born to William and Sarah Ann, all of who survived to 1911:5 William 
(born in about 1859),6 Martha (born in about 1860),7 Gertrude (born in about 1862),8 Emily Amelia 
(born in about 1864),9 George Herbert (born in about 1866),10 Ernest Vernon Joe (born in about 
1869),11 Lillian (born in about 1873),12 Rose (born in about 1873),13 Jane (born in about 1875)14 
and John.  
 
John’s father, William, died the year after John was born, at the age of 47.15 He died on 24 November 
1878, leaving a personal estate of under £1,500.16 William had been an inn keeper at a public house 
in Sneed, Wiltshire,17 but by 1871, he was also a farmer.18 He was the inn keeper at the Bell Inn in 
Urchfont and farming. After he died, John’s mother was farming twelve acres of land in Urchfont,19 
like her father, John Swallow Snook, who had farmed in Urchfont for many years before his death in 
1877.20 John was probably named after his mother’s father. 
 
In 1891, John’s mother was still in Urchfont, living on her own means, with her two youngest 
children – Jane and John.21 Her daughter, Gertrude, now married to John W. Cooke, and their three 
children were also living with her. Her sister, Susanna, was living next door.  
 
By 1901, the last two children had left home. John was working at a cabinet maker in Walton on 
Thames and was boarding with the Aldertons on Ashley Terrace.22 His sister, Jane, had married 
James Worboys, a butcher, in 189823 and was living at 4 Prospect Street in Caversham, 
Oxfordshire.24 John’s mother was living with them. Ten years later, she was a lodger, living with Ada 
Fry at Newbury House in Urchfont.25 She died three years later, in Devizes.26  
 
John immigrated to Canada in 1910, sailing on the ss Virginian, leaving from Liverpool and arriving 
in Quebec City on 3 June 1910.27 He was travelling to his ultimate destination, Preston, Ontario, on 
the Grand Trunk Railway. It is not clear where John lived during the four years that he was in 
Canada. A year after arriving in Canada, he may have been living an hour west of Preston in St 
Mary’s, as a lodger in the home of Edward and Ellen Pittman on Bloor Street.28 However, in August 
1914, he made a will in Victoria, British Columbia.29 Then he enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force in Valcartier, Quebec in September 1914.30 On most army documents, he gave his address as 
that of one of his siblings in England.  
 
He enlisted in the 7th Battalion (Regimental number: 16848) on 23 September 1914.31 He was 36 
years old32 and a cabinet maker. He had a dark complexion, grey eyes and dark hair that was 
turning grey.  He had previously served for a year and half in the 3rd Battalion of the East Surrey 
Regiment.  
 



John was promoted to Corporal just days after his enlistment. He sailed to England, arriving in 
January 1915 and was stationed at Lark Hill on Salisbury Plain. A few days after arriving in England, 
John was hospitalised for ten days with influenza. While at Lark Hill, he transferred to the Divisional 
Cyclist Company, which had been formed in October 1914, in Valcartier, Quebec when the 1st 
Canadian Division was formed.33 He was promoted to Lance Sergeant in Sept 1915 and then to 
Sergeant in December of the same year. In May 1916, he transferred to the Canadian Corps Cyclist 
Battalion, which had just been formed through the reorganisation of the various cyclist companies. 
 
Since, during the first years of the war, the Allied troops were more static than expected, the cyclist 
companies were also trained to carry out other duties, such as “traffic control, sapping and mining, 
trench guide, listening posts, battalion runners and despatch riding duties.”34 Indeed, between June 
1916, when he first went to France, and February 1918, John had a variety of postings. These 
included postings to the Assistant Provost Marshall, who was responsible for the military police,35 
to the 2nd Canadian Division Traffic Control and to a Prisoner of War cage in the field.   
 
During this period, he was admitted to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to his 
face. However, he returned to duty the next day – 1 October 1917.  
  
In the spring of 1918, John went back to England. He attended the Canadian School of Musketry in 
Mychett, Surrey and then, in May, the Officer Training Course in Bexhill. A few months later, he was 
promoted to Temporary Lieutenant.  
 
In August 1918, John transferred to the 4th Reserve Battalion and, a few days later, went back to 
France with the 47th Battalion.36 He arrived in France on 17 September. Just twelve days later he 
was fatally wounded.  
 
On 29 September the 47th Battalion was engaged in 
activities on the Front near Bourlon, just west of 
Cambrai.37  
 

While second in command of “D” Company, which 
was marching to the rear near Cambrai under 
enemy shell fire, [John] was wounded in the 
stomach by shrapnel for an enemy shell which 
burst close to him.  His wounds were dressed, and 
he was carried to the dressing station of the 50th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion and later evacuated 
to No 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station where 
he died.38  

 
The Battalion’s war diary noted, “One officer casualty was 
incurred on the way out, Lieut. J. S. Hibberd, being 
wounded. This officer died of wounds shortly after 
reaching the dressing station.”39 Indeed, he was admitted 
on 29 September to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station with gunshot wounds that penetrated his chest 
and abdomen.40 He died the same day and was buried on 
1 October in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Grave 7, 
Plot 8, Row A) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher 
presiding. John is also remembered on the Urchfont War 



memorial.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.41 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.42 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
His brother, George Herbert Hibberd, who was living at 6 Cheriton Road in Winchester, Hampshire, 
was his next of kin and was notified of his death.43 Another next of kin, Miss Davison, living at the 
Nurses Home of the London Hospital, who was identified as possibly his sister, although this does 
not seem likely. For several years, his pay was assigned to Mrs W. Hodge of 4 Weybourne Terrace, 
Dartmouth in Devon.44 Alice Hodge (born in 1862 in Harberton, Devon) was living at that address 
with her husband, William Hodge, and two children in 1911.45 The pay assignment was later 
changed to his sister, Lillian Hibberd, also living in Dartmouth. It is not known who Miss Davison or 
Alice Hodge were connected to John. 
 
On 14 August 1914, John had signed a will in Victoria, British Colombia, that made his brother-in-
law, James Warboys of Northwood, Middlesex, his executor.46 He bequeathed $1,000 to his sister, 
Jane Warboys; $500 to his brother, George Herbert Hibberd; and $500 to each of three other sisters, 
Lillian Hibberd, Emily Amelia Hibberd, Rose Byrd (wife Frederick Canning Byrd47) and the balance 
to two nephews, Leslie James Worboys and Stanley Arthur Byrd. He left his jewellery and personal 
possessions to his sister, Jane, to dispose of as she saw fit. John’s will was probated in London in 
1919. In the probate, he was shown as living at Green Lane in Northwood, Middlesex. His effects 
amounted to £768 15s 10d.  
 
It is not clear why some of his older siblings or other nieces and nephews were not included in his 
will. It is possible that his eldest brother, William immigrated to Australia in 187448 and died there 
in 1932.49 His eldest sister, Martha was living with her husband, Robert William Lyne in Urchfont in 
1911,50 Gertrude had married John William Cooke and was living in Hornsey, Middlesex in 191151 
and Ernest Vernon died in 1911.52 Of those included in the will, in 1911, Emily was a nurse and 
living in West Norwood, London53, George was living in Sparshot, Winchester,54 Lillian was a cook 
living at “Redwalls” in Dartmouth, Devonshire,55 Rose Byrd was living at 305 Wighman Road, 
Hornsey, Middlesex,56 and Jane Worboys was living in Northwood, Middlesex.57 
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