Private Alfred Fletcher Wright
Regimental number: 26424
“A” Company, 15t/6th Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment)

born: about 1886 - died: 21 September 1918

Private Alfred Fletcher Wright was probably born in about 1886 in Plymouth, Devon.! All Wright's
military records refer to him as Alfred Fletcher Wright. However, with the exception of his marriage
record, it would appear that in his civilian records, he was known as Arthur (Thatcher) Wright.

Alfred (or Arthur)? was the son of John Rodney Wright.3 His mother was Mary Ann (née Lee).* John
and Mary Ann were married in Plymouth in 1876.5 Arthur probably had two siblings: Catherine
(born in about 1878) and William (born in about 1883).6 However, his parents had had two other
children who had died by 1911.7

Alfred’s father, John, was a labourer® and died in 1902.9

On 1 March 1903, Alfred Fletcher married Fanny Bendle at Trinity Church in Plymouth.10 Fanny
was born in about 1884 in Plymouth,!! the daughter of Samuel and Mary Bendle.12 In the church
register, both Alfred and Fanny were identified as being 19 years old. However, although Fanny was
19,13 Alfred was probably only 17. One witness at their marriage was William Wright, who was
probably Alfred’s older brother.

Alfred and Fanny went on to have eight children: Samuel Rodney Charles (born on 15 May 1903),
Arthur Fletcher (born on 19 March 1906), James Edwin Robert (born on 19 July 1907), Thomas
Edward John (born on 10 February 1909), William Stanley (born on 29 May 1911), Catherine Mary
(born on 29 November 1913), Phyllis Violet (born on 16 January 1916) and Rosina Ethel (born on
21 April 1917.14

In 1911, Alfred and Fanny and their first four children were living at 2 Salem Street, Plymouth,
where Alfred was a marine shop dealer. That year, his mother was a lodger, living in Plymouth in
the home of James and Catherine Brown.

Alfred enlisted in the Royal Berkshire Regiment in Plymouth?5 in 1915, 16 at the age of 29. He later
transferred to the Labour Corps and then to the Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment).17 He
joined the Front in France on 14 July 1916.18

He survived more than two years on the Front. In late September 1918, the 6th Battalion was
stationed near Arras, in northern France.1® On the 20, some Companies of the Battalion took part
in tactical exercises, during which Roclincourt was attacked and captured. That day Alfred was
admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to his left shoulder and
left buttocks.20 The shots penetrated his abdomen. He was buried two days later in the Duisans
British Military Cemetery (Grave 31, Plot 6, Row H) 21 with the chaplain A. D. Reid presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.22 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.23 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.



His death was noted in the Battalion’s war diaries among those of “A” Company soldiers who died,
according to the war diaries, on 22 September. His wife was identified as his next-of-kin and was
notified of his death. At the time she was living at 22 Higher Street, Plymouth. She and three of their
sons (Samuel, Arthur and James) received the monies owing to him from the army after his death.

Alfred awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).24
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