
Sergeant John Clifford Fitzpatrick  
Regimental number:  204286 
13th Battalion, Canadian Infantry  
 
born:  probably 8 March, sometime between 1893 and 1899 - died: 29 September 1918 
 
Sergeant John Clifford Fitzpatrick (also known as Jack) was probably born on 8 March, in Laurier, 
Manitoba, Canada.1 However, records reflect different years of birth between 1893 and 1899.2 He 
was the second child and eldest son of William and Jimena (Mena) Fitzpatrick.3 His father was born 
in about 1866 in the United States and his mother in 1876 in Ontario.4 William and Jemina probably 
had six children:5 Stella (born in about 1894), Clifford, Beatrice Alice (born in 1899),6 Florence Ruth 
G. (born in 1900),7 William V. (born in about 1903), Harold O. (born in about 1904) and Grace E. 
(born in about 1906).  
 
In 1906, the family was living in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba.8 In December 1907, Jack’s father, 
William, died there.9 His mother probably remarried. In 1916, she was Mina Mires, living with 
Edward Mires (or Myers/Myer) and they had a son, Edward, born in about 1914.10 Jack’s step-
father was born in about 1881 in the United States. He came to Canada in 1910. In 1916, the family 
was living at 381 Avenue K in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, where Jack’s step-father, Edward, was a 
teamster. Jack was already a soldier.  
 
Jack first enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force (Regimental number 13101) on 21 
September 1914 in Val Cartier, Quebec.11 He declared that he was born on 8 March 1895 and was 
19½ years old.12 He was 5’ 7“ tall, had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair and was a 
Presbyterian. He sailed for England on 3 October 1914 with the 5th Canadian Infantry Battalion and 
joined the Front in France on 9 February 1915. 
 
On 24 May 1915, Jack was injured in a bayonet charge near Festubert in northern France by a bullet 
to his right hand. He was treated in the field and then sent to the No. 9 General Hospital in Rouen 
and, from there, to the Whitechapel London Hospital for a couple of weeks. He then went to the 
Bromley and Monks Horton Convalescent Homes in June and July respectively. He was discharged 
from Monks Horton in August. He had lost some flexibility in his fingers and there was some muscle 
wasting, but he could still grasp quite well and write. However, while he was at Monk’s Horton, the 
Medical Board determined that he could not return to regular duty, but should be transferred to 
light duty with the Postal Service. The Board determined that his capacity to earn a living had been 
reduced by a quarter. Jack agreed to a discharge on 26 October 1915. His conduct had been very 
good and the only reason for discharge was that he was no longer physically fit for service as a 
result of injuries that he had received on active service. He sailed to Canada on the ss Metagama on 
15 November 1915. He was eligible for a pension from 1 January 1916.   
 
Just a month later, Jack enlisted again. He enlisted this second time on 10 February 1916 in 
Saskatoon. He was a painter and now gave his date of birth as 8 March 1897, which meant that he 
was just under 19. (The 1916 Canadian census, for which data was first collected in June 1916,13 
showed Clifford, as a soldier, but living with his family.14 His year of birth was given as about 1899.) 
He indicated that he had previously served for fifteen months with the 5th Battalion of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force and the medical history form accompanying his enlistment documents noted a 
slight stiffness in his hand from the bullet injury.  
 



While he was still in Canada, Jack was promoted to Corporal in March 1916 and to Sergeant in June. 
However, he was reduced to Corporal again in July, then promoted again to Sergeant in August. This 
appointment was confirmed in September. He left the following month for England, sailing on the ss 
Laconia from Halifax in September 1916, arriving in Liverpool on 6 October 1916. He transferred to 
the 96th Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.   
 
Shortly after arriving in England, Jack was hospitalised with gonorrhea – at first in the Military 
Hospital in Shorncliffe and then in the Canadian Hospital in Etchinghill, which specialised in 
venereal diseases. He was initially admitted in December 1916 and discharged in mid-January 
1917. 
 
Jack transferred to the 5th Reserve Battalion in January 1917, but went to France on 4 March 1917 
with the 13th Battalion. He had reverted to his permanent grade in February 1917, in order to go 
overseas, but was promoted again twice later that year – to Corporal in July and Sergeant in 
December.  
 
After his arrival in France, Jack had a number of illnesses. In May 1917 he was admitted to the No. 
12 Canadian Field Ambulance with scabies. He rejoined his unit a few days later. In August, he 
received gunshot wounds to both his legs and was admitted to the No. 16 General Hospital in Le 
Triport. He was discharged to the Base Depot two months later. In December 1917, he was once 
again treated for a few days for scabies. Eight months later, on 31 August 1918, he was admitted to 
the No. 14 Field Ambulance for treatment of the effects of shell gas. He was discharged to duty on 
12 September. Just two weeks later, he was wounded, fatally this time, with gunshot wounds to his 
abdomen.15 He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 27 September and 
died there two days later. He was buried the next day in the Duisans British Military Cemetery 
(Grave 92, Plot 7, Row A) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.   
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.16 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1917 
and was stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.17 A total of 75 patients died 
at the 1st CCCS in September 1918.  
 
His mother, who was living at 324 Avenue R., South Saskatoon was notified of his death.18 In 
September 1916, he had made a will in favour of his sister, Beatrice, but, in 1917, he made a second 
will in favour of his mother.19  
 
Jack was awarded the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 
and 31 December 1915).20 Like most soldiers, he was probably also awarded the British War Medal 
(for service overseas between 1914 and 1918 and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational 
theatre).   
 
Jack’s step-father, Edward Myer, died on 26 November 191821 – just two months after Jack’s death, 
two weeks after the Armistice and about a year after the birth of his second son. He was buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Saskatoon the same day. Mena and Edward’s second son, possibly called 
Burns, was born in about 1917.22 In 1921, Jack’s mother was still living in Saskatoon with his sister, 
Grace, and the two children Mina had with Edward – Edward and Burns.  
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