Sergeant Walter Scriven
Regimental number: 22927
25th Battery, Royal Field Artillery

born: about 1887 - died: 27 September 1918

Sergeant Walter Scriven was born in about 18871 in Blackfairs, London.2 He was the son of
Elizabeth Scriven and possibly Henry Scriven.3 His mother was born in about 1861 in Birmingham,
Warwickshiret and Henry was born in about 1850 in Hoxton, London. It is not known when or if
Henry and Elizabeth married but, when they were together, they had five children living with them:
Amy (born in about 1883), Fredrick (born in about 1885), Walter, Henry (born in about 1890)5 and
Charles William (born in about 1895).6 These children may have been Elizabeth’s children from a
previous relationship because no birth records were found for any of these children with the
surname Scriven, except Charles, who was born after Henry and Elizabeth appear as a couple in the
1891 census.

Henry had been married before. In 1868, he married Matilda Ann Smart in St Silas, Pentonville in
London.” They probably had seven children:® Henry James (born in May 1869),° Amelia Sarah
(probably born in May 1870),10 Alice Tryphena (born in November 1871),!1 George Alfred (born in
February 1873),12 and Ann Marie (born in May 1874, but died about a year later).!3 In 1881, the
family was living on Goswell Road in Brentwood.1* The relationship with Matilda ended at some
point before 1891, but Matilda continued to live in the London area!s until probably 1927.16

In 1891, Walter was living with Henry, Elizabeth and three siblings at 276 Devons Road, Bromley,
Poplar in London.1” Henry was a hairdresser, as he was through all his working life.18 Ten years
later they were living at 10 Leyes Road in West Ham, which was also a barber shop. Henry was then
a widower. Elizabeth had probably died at the age of 40 in West Ham in 1900.19

In 1904, Henry was living with Hannah,2° with whom he had three children before 1911:2! John
David (born in about 1905), Sarah (born in about 1907) and Edward (born in about 1908).

Walter continued to live with his father and some of his siblings until some point after 1901. Early
in 1911, he married Annie L. Ruff in Brentford, Middlesex?2 and they were living at 14 Lateward
Road, in Brentford, where Walter was a hairdresser’s assistant. Annie was probably born in
Brentford in 1888,23 the daughter of Fredrick and Jane Ruff.2¢ Walter and Annie’s daughter, Annie
E., was born on 2 January 1912.25 They do not appear to have had any other children.

Walter enlisted in the Royal Field Artillery in Stratford in east London26 at the very beginning of the
war. He joined the Front on 6 October 191427 and survived for four years. But, on 27 September
1918, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.?8 He had already died of the
gunshot wounds to his chest when he was admitted. He was buried the same day in Duisans British
Military Cemetery (Grave 25, Plot 7, Row A) with the chaplain W. Fisher presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took
place in the cemetery in March 1917.29 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.30 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st
CCCS in September 1918.



His wife, who was his next-of-kin, was notified of his death.31 She was living at 5 Arlingford Road in
Brixton. She also received the monies owing to him from the army after his death.32

Walter was awarded the Military Medal,33 which was given to Other Ranks for gallantry and
devotion to duty when under fire in battle on land.34In addition, he was awarded the British War
Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an
operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5
August 1914 and 31 December 1915).35

His wife may have remarried in 1922, marrying Alexander M. Royan in London.3¢ His daughter,
Annie, probably married Wilfred C. Johnson in 1936 in Rochford, Essex.37
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