
Lieutenant George Henry Hamilton  
Regimental number: –  
13th Battalion (Canadian Highlanders), Canadian Infantry  
 
born: 27 October 1888 - died: 29 September 1918 
 
Lieutenant George Henry Hamilton was born on 27 October 18881 in Bury, Quebec, Canada.2 He 
was the son of Andrew and Mary Ann Hamilton and was baptised on 26 May 1889 in the English 
Church in Cranbourne, Quebec.3 His father, Andrew, was born on 27 February 18264 in Ireland.5 His 
mother, Mary Ann, the former Mary Ann Barthe,6 was born in about 1851 in New Brunswick.7 When 
Mary Ann and Andrew married on 16 February 1886 in the Methodist Church in Bury, they were 
widow and widower respectively.8 Andrew had been married to Jane Matson, possibly in Ireland, 
and they probably had three children: William Henry (born in about 1848),9 Andrew (born in about 
1849)10 and Hannah (born in about 1851).11 Mary Ann had previously been married to a Mr Forbes, 
which whom she had at least one child – a daughter, Janes Forbes (born in about 1876).12 Together, 
Mary Ann and Andrew had at least three children: William Frederick (born on 9 November 1886),13 
George and Helen Jane (born on 4 October 1891).14 Andrew was a farmer, who came to Canada in 
about 1846.15  
 
Until at least 1911, the George and his family were as living in Bury, where George’s father 
continued farming.16 His father died on 24 September 1913 and was buried in St Paul’s Cemetery in 
Bury and Lingwick, Québec.17 After the Great War, his mother was still in Bury, but living with 
George’s brother, William, his wife, Margaret and son, Howard.18  
 
On 1 October 1914, George married Julia Permilla Clark in the Church of England in Bury.19 Julia 
was a minor. They had a son, Wallace Raymond, born on 18 March the following year.20  
 
George enlisted in the 117th (Eastern Townships) Battalion on 4 January 1916 in Sherbrooke, 
Quebec at the age of 27.21 He was 5’ 10” tall and a farmer. He had previously served in the “B” 
Squadron of the 7th Hussars. At some point he transferred to the 20th Reserve Battalion. Members of 
the 20th Battalion reinforced, among other battalions, the 13th Battalion22 and George was serving 
with this Battalion when he died in 1918.  
 
His military career was interrupted by a number of hospitalisations. He was in hospital until the day 
before he sailed for England in September 1916, suffering from a reaction to vaccinations. He sailed 
from Halifax on the Empress of Britain on 14 September 1916. In February 1917, he was admitted 
to the 2nd Eastern General Hospital in Brighton with lumbago. There followed other illnesses that 
required hospitalisation between February and August 1917 – neuritis, myalgia, bladder problems 
and dyspepsia. On 28 August 1917, the Medical Board in Shoreham determined that George was 
unfit for service because of lumbago and debility gastritis, caused by “service and army rations.”23 
He was prescribed one month’s convalescence. By the end of September, George indicated that he 
was fully recovered and the doctors concurred. Sadly, a year later, George was fatally wounded. 
 
At the end of September 1918, the 13th Battalion was on the Front in France.24 On 27 September, the 
Battalion moved forward to the east side outskirts of Cagnicourt. It was possibly during this 
operation that George was wounded. 
 

During operations near Sains-les-Marquoin, he was shot through the stomach by 
a machine gun bullet at about 10.30 o’clock on the morning of September 27th, 



1918. His wounds were dressed and he was carried out and evacuated to the No. 
1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station where he succumbed two days later.  

 
Indeed, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to his 
abdomen.25 He died two days later26 and was buried the next day later in Duisans’ British Military 
Cemetery (Grave 94, Plot 7, Row A) with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.  
 
Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, in France. The first burials took 
place in the cemetery in March 1917.27 The 1st CCCS arrived at the beginning of September and was 
stationed near Duisans for two months in the autumn of 1918.28 A total of 75 patients died at the 1st 
CCCS in September 1918.  
 
George had made a will in favour of his wife in October 1916.29 After the war, his wife and son 
continued to live in Bury.30 In the 1921 Canadian census, they are shown as living next door to 
George’s brother, William, and his family on Mill Street. However, Canada/United States border 
crossing records, show Julia and Wallace moving to the US, through the port of Jackman, Maine, in 
April 1921.31 Julia was a domestic.  
 
On 29 August 1925, Julia remarried, marrying John Hanson Jr. in Greenville, Maine.32 John was a 
carpenter, born in Maine in about 1897.33 Julia and John had a daughter, Celia, born in about 1937.34 
George’s son, Wallace, married Marion between 1930 and 194035 and then Lois (nee Jacks) in about 
1967.36 They continued to live in Maine until Wallace died in 2004.  
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