Private Arthur Elson
Regimental Number: 140067
3rd Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force

born: 2 August 1896 - died: 30 December 1918

Private Arthur Elson, born on 2 August 1896 in Wolverhampton, England, was the son of John and
Fanny Elson.! His father, John, was born in about 1863 also in Wolverhampton, the son of Joseph
Elson.2 His mother, the former Fanny Blackham, born in about 1865, was the daughter of Henry
Blackham,? and was baptised at St. Mary's, Wolverhampton on 2 May 1865.4 John and Fanny
married at St Luke’s in Wolverhampton on 14 January 1888. Arthur was one of nine children born
to John and Fanny: John Henry (born in about 1888),5 Charles (born in about 1889),6 Joseph (born
in about 1890),” Thomas (born in about 1892),8 Selina (Lina) (born in about 1894),° Arthur (born in
1896), George (born in about 1898),1° Florrie (Florence) (born in about 1900)!! and Fanny
(Frances) (born in about 1902).12

Arthur’s father was an iron galvanizer and “wipper.”13 Most of the family immigrated to Canada in
1907, settling in Toronto.'# In 1911, they were living at 499 Eastern Avenue.

Arthur enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force on 28 July 1915 in Toronto. He was
nearly 19 years old and a tinsmith. He was 5’ 8%2” tall, had a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown
hair and was considered fit for the Expeditionary Force. He was a member of the Church of England,
although other records suggest he was Presbyterian.15

Arthur served in the 3rd Battalion. In late December 1918, the Battalion was stationed in Lind, 65
kilometres south of Cologne, Germany.16 The 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was located in
Bonn, nearly 40 kilometres north of Lind when Arthur was admitted on 27 December 1918.17 The
day that he was admitted, the 3rd Battalion was on parade in the morning and later preparing a
camp for repatriated prisoners.18 The soldiers had to patrol the area at night because of some
trouble between the soldiers and civilians. The 1st CCCS admitted 75 patients that day.1® Arthur
died three days later of appendicitis. It is probably his death that is mentioned in the 1st CCCS war
diary - “One case of appendicitis died. This was one of three who came in [with] large suppuration
about appendix.” 20

He was buried three days later in Poppelsdorfer Communal Cemetery (Grave 2, Plot 1, Row A) with
the chaplain A. D. Reid presiding. His father was notified of his death. His body was later exhumed
and reburied in the Brussels Town Cemetery (X. 11. 5.).21

Three of Arthur’s brothers also served in, and survived, the Great War. Charles enlisted on 24
January 1916 in Toronto and served in the 95t (0.S.) Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force. He survived the war and continued to live in Toronto?2 with his wife, Eva May (née Foster),23
and son, George William (born in 1913).24 He was a tinsmith.

Thomas enlisted on 4 March 1916 and served with the 180t Battalion of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force.?5 After the war, he married Lena Thomas in 1919 in Toronto. In 1921, he and
his wife were living with the rest of Arthur’s family in Toronto.2¢6 Thomas was a sheet metal
worker.



George enlisted on 30 August 1915 and served with the 83rd Overseas Battalion.2’ George married
Henrietta Mary Baxter in 1924.28 He was a leather sorter.

Arthur’s father, John, lived in Toronto after the war. In 1921, he was living at 108 Edgewood
Avenue with six of his children and a daughter-in-law and a grandchild, Ruth.2? He was working as a
night watchman. His brother, John, married Nellie Sproat in 191530 and had at least one son,
Royston, born in about 1920).3!

Several members of the family are buried in Saint John’s Norway Cemetery in Toronto.32 Arthur’s
father, John, died in 1927; his brother, Charles, in 1937; Arthur Royston Elson (son of John Elson) in
1942; Selina in 1974 and Florrie (née Elson) Pike in 1980.
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