
Private Henry Brown© 
Regimental number: 33218 
1/5th Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment 
 
born: 1893 – died: 15 August 1917 
 
Private Henry Brown’s name was recorded in the journal of the chaplains of the 1st Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station,1 which recorded the names of all those who died at the 1st CCCS. But 
Henry’s name was entered and then crossed out. It is not clear what this signifies, because he did, in 
fact, die at the 1st CCCS on 15 August 1917.2    
 
Henry was born in 1892 in Skipton, Yorkshire,3 the son of William and Margaret Ann Brown. His 
father was born in about 1869 in Gargrave, Yorkshire and his mother, the former Margaret Ann 
Tosney, in about 1870 in Skipton.4 They married in Skipton in 18905 and had three children. Henry 
was their first child. He had a younger brother, (John Willie, born in about 1894) and a younger 
sister (Mary Ann, born in about 1896).6 
 
In 1901, the family was living at 29 Bennett Street in Skipton, where Henry’s father was a tailor. Ten 
years later, they were at 102 Keighley Road in Skipton. Henry was now working as a cotton weaver. 
Four years later he enlisted in the army in Keighley, Yorkshire. When he enlisted on 10 November 
1915, he was living at 11 Gladstone Street in Normanton, Yorkshire. He was 23 years old, a porter 
and measured 5’ 7¾”.  He was mobilized on 20 March 1916. He served first with the 2nd West 
Yorkshire Regiment (Regimental number: 31293). Just before joining the Western Front he had a 
disciplinary issue. When on active service, he was absent from 11:55 p.m. on 14 June 1917 until 
9:15 p.m. on 18 June. This absence resulted in five days of field punishment No. 2 and the forfeiture 
of five days’ pay.7   
 
On 21 June 1917, he left England to join the Front. He was with the 9th Battalion of the West 
Yorkshire Riding, but the next day he joined the 34th Infantry Base Depot in Etaples and then 
transferred to the 1/5th York and Lancaster Regiment on 6 July 1917. Just six weeks later, Henry 
suffered multiple gunshot wounds. He was admitted to the 1st CCCS on 14 August and died the 
following day. He was buried in Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: A. 32). Adinkerke 
Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just across the 
border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried in the 
cemetery.8  
 
Although no next of kin was identified in the chaplains’ journal, the monies owing to Henry from the 
army upon his death were sent to his father.9 He also received his personal possessions, which 
included letters, photos, cards, false teeth and a wallet.10 
 
Henry was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).11 
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