
Private Hutton Longstaff  
Regimental number: 1297 
16th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers 
 
born: 1880 – died: 15 August 1917 
 
Private Hutton Longstaff was born in 1880 near Lanchester, Durham,1 the son of Richard and 
Margaret Maria Longstaff. Both his parents were born, just a year apart, in West Auckland, 
Durham—Richard in 1849 and Margaret Maria (née Little) in 1850.2 They married in 1871 in 
Durham3 and had at least nine children: William (born in about 1873), Sarah Elizabeth (born in 
about 1874), Margaret Jane (born in about 1875), John (born in about 1877), Richard Will (born in 
about 1879), Hutton, Margaret Maria (born in about 1882), Benjamin (born in about 1884) and 
Charlotte (born in about 1888).4 
 
Hutton’s father Richard was a coal miner. In 1871, his father was boarding in the Little’s home at 
Collierley Dykes in Collierley, Durham. He was living with his future mother-in-law, his future wife 
and her siblings.5 One of Margaret Maria’s brother was named Hutton, so perhaps Hutton was later 
named after this uncle. Richard and Margaret Maria married a few months later.  
 
Ten years later, they were living at Old Rows in Collierley.6 By then, his mother-in-law, Sarah 
Elizabeth Little, was living with them and would continue to do so,7 probably until her death in 
1899.8 By 1891, the family had moved to 20 Allendale Cottage in Medomsley.9  
 
Hutton’s father died in 1895,10 and in 1901 his widowed mother was still living at 20 Allendale 
Cottage with five of her children. By then, Hutton was working as a hewer in a coal mine.11  
 
The following year, Hutton married Isabella Armstrong in Lanchester. Isabella was born in about 
1885 in Greencroft, Durham.12 They had at least two children: Charles Moore (born in 1903)13 and 
Margaret Jane (born in 1906).14 In 1911, the family was living at 33 Allendale Cottages—very close 
to his mother’s home in 1901.15 Hutton was working as a Deputy Overman.  
 
He enlisted as a private in the Northumberland Fusiliers in Newcastle-on-Tyne16 and joined the 
Western Front in France on 22 November 1915. He was serving with the 16th Battalion when he 
was wounded less than two years later. In August 1917, his battalion was stationed near Dunkirk, 
France, where it had been subject to constant heavy shelling. On 8 August, under an effective 
barrage, the troops successfully advanced into enemy trenches. But the operation cost the life of 
one officer, and 27 soldiers from the Other Ranks were killed, wounded or missing.17 
 
Hutton was possibly one of the wounded. He was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station on 8 August with gunshot wounds to his abdomen, left thigh and right leg.18 He lived for a 
week, finally succumbing to his wounds on 15 August. He was buried the following day in 
Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: B. 1).19  
 
Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just 
across the border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried 
in the cemetery.20  
 
This next-of-kin was not known at the time to the chaplain of the 1st CCCS, but the monies owing to 
Hutton from the army upon his death were later sent to his wife.21 



Hutton was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).22 
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