
Private Sam Redfearn© 
Regimental number: 204711 
1st/4th (Hallamshire) Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment  
 
born: 6 September 1892 – died: 16 August 1917 
 
Private Sam Redfearn was born on 6 September 1892, the son of Sam and Martha Redfearn. He was 
baptized on 26 April 1893, at St John the Baptist Church Daw Green in Dewsbury, Yorkshire.1 Both 
his parents were born in Batley, Yorkshire—his father, Sam Redfearn, in about 1862 and his 
mother, Martha Street, in about 1860.2 They married at All Saints Church in Dewsbury on 25 July 
18833 and had six children, four of whom survived to 1911.4 Five of the six children were Sarah 
Elizabeth (born in 1883),5 Amy (born in 1887, but died in 1891),6 Ada (born in about 1889),7 Sam, 
and Ben (born in March 1895).8 The sixth child was probably Martha, who was born in 1886 but 
died soon after birth.9 
 
The family lived at 31 Tweedale Street in Dewsbury for at least three decades. In 1891, there were 
two children in the family and Sam’s father was a rag grinder.10 Sadly, when Sam was only 6 years 
old, his father died.11   
 
In 1901, Sam’s mother Martha was still living on Tweedale Street with her four children.12 Ten 
years later she still had the four children at home, but all were working, mostly in cotton or woolen 
mills. Sam was working as a piecer in a woolen mill. Martha’s sister and brother, Eliza and Tom 
Roberts Street, were also living with the family.13  
 
In 1914, Sam married Maggie Raspin in Dewsbury.14 Maggie was the daughter of John Edward, a rag 
merchant, and Kate Raspin. She was born on 19 December 1891 and baptized on 23 February 1892 
in the parish church in Dewsbury.15  
 
The year after his marriage, Sam enlisted in the army in Dewsbury. When he enlisted on 11 
December 1915, he was 23 years old, 5’ 3” tall and a wool spinner.16 He was living on Tweedale 
Street.  
 
He was mobilized 19 June 1916. It is not known when he joined the Western Front, but he probably 
transferred to the York and Lancaster Regiment in March 1917. In early August 1917, the 4th 
Battalion, with which he was serving, was stationed in Zuydcoote, France, just 10 kilometres along 
the coast from Dunkirk.17 The battalion had taken over the coastal defences. Most days the battalion 
was engaged in training, “getting the men fit as quickly as possible.”18 This included parades in the 
morning and late afternoon and “close order drill, Manual, Specialist training, Bayonet fighting, 
Recreational Training and Bathing.”19 
 
The battalion’s war diaries record casualties every day between 12 and 22 August, except for 14 
August.  These causalities were “almost entirely due to the mustard gas which remained in the 
tunnells [sic] for a long period after shelling had ceased.”20 Yet, it was on 14 August that Sam was 
admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gas poisoning.21 He died two days later 
at 10:20 p.m.22 and was buried in Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: B. 2).23 He was 21 
years old.  
 
Even though he was married, the monies owing to him from the army upon his death and his 
medals were sent to his mother.  



 
Sam’s younger brother Ben also served and died in the Great War. He enlisted in Dewsbury and 
served in the 9th (Service) Battalion of the York and Lancaster Regiment (Regimental number: 
38829).24 He died on 22 October 1917, as the age of 22, just two months after Sam. He is 
remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Zonnebeke, near Ypres, Belgium, in West Flanders.25 
 
Sam’s mother lost two children in childhood, her husband and then both her sons in the Great War. 
She was still living on Tweedale Street after the war. 26 His sister Ada, who had married Fred 
Goldthorpe in 1913,27 was living with Sam’s mother. It is not known what became of his sister Sarah 
Elizabeth. 
 
Sam was survived also by his wife, who was living at 53 Mount Pleasant, Earlsheaton, in Dewbury. 
Maggie did not remarry and in 1939 was living with her mother and sister at 136 Sykes Avenue in 
Dewsbury. She was a blanket weaver.  
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