Private Vincent Hughes©
Regimental number: 307214
1/7th Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment

born: 1887 - died: 15 August 1917

Private Vincent Hughes was born in 1877 in Bradford, Yorkshire,! the son of Vincent and Elizabeth
Hughes. His father was born in about 1848 in Worthen, Shropshire and his mother in about 1860 in
Cheshire.2 They probably married in Nottingham in 1880.3 Sadly, his mother died in 1890 at the
young age of 30.4 She left three young children under the age of ten: Sarah Hughes (born in about
1881), Emily Hughes (born in about 1884) and Vincent.

The year after her death, the three children were living with their maternal grandparents, William
and Sarah Warren, at 15 Ashgrove in Ilkley, Yorkshire. Their grandfather was a gardener.5 At the
same time, their father was living at 20 West View in Heaton, Bradford, eight miles from Ilkley,
where he was a machine broker’s warehouseman.é

By 1901, Vincent was living with his father again at 272 Girlington Road in Bradford.” His father
was then a fireman on a stationary engine in a wool combing mill and Vincent was now an
apprentice to a sugar boiling confectioner. It appears that his sister Sarah, went into service,
working for the Schofield family in Ilkley.8 It is not clear where his other sister, Emily, was at the
time, but by 1911 she was living at home again with her father and Vincent, who was then a seal
skin percher.® Sarah was probably still in service.10

In 1915, Vincent married Emily H. Wood in Bradford.!! They probably did not have any children.

The following year, Vincent enlisted in the 1/7th Duke of Wellington Regiment in Bradford. When
he enlisted on 4 August 1916, he was living at 7 Cromwell Place.!2 In mid-August 1917, his battalion
was stationed near Nieuwpoort on the coast of Belgium.13 The battalion had been subject to gas
attacks day after day, with soldiers being killed or wounded each day. On 14 August, one soldier
from the Other Ranks (non-officers) was killed and 31 others wounded and/or gassed. Vincent was
probably one of these, as he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 14
August with an abdominal wound and gas poisoning.!* He died the next day and was buried in
Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: C. 17),15 just over a year after he enlisted.

Adinkerke Military Cemetery is 20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just
across the border into Belgium. There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried
in the cemetery.16

On the day that he was admitted, Vincent was one of 193 soldiers to be admitted to the 1st CCCS.177 A
total of 1,896 were admitted in the month of August.

His wife, who was living at 7 Cornwall Place in Bradford, was notified of his death. She also received
the monies owing to him from the army upon his death. In 1922, she remarried, marrying Herbert
Hepworth in Bradford!8 and they were living at 39 Annie Street, Bradford, after their marriage.1?

Vincent was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).20
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