Sapper Samuel Beresford May
Regimental number: 158525
257th Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers

born: 1893 - died: 15 August 1917

Sapper Samuel Beresford May was born in 1893! in Hasland, Derbyshire, the son of Thomas and
Elizabeth May.2 The family was from Derbyshire. His father was born in about 1859 in Wingerworth
and his mother in 1860 in Derby. His father Thomas married Elizabeth Hargreaves in Brampton on
25 December 18783 and they had 11 children.# Nine of their children survived to 1911—they were
probably Annie (born in about 1879), Alfred (born in about 1881), George (born in about 1883),
Ellen (born in about 1885), Harriett (born in about 1890), Samuel, Frederick (born in about 1896),
Doris (born in about 1899) and Edith (born in about 1900).5

In 1901, the family was living on Derby Road in Hasland, where Samuel’s father was a coal miner.¢
Ten years later he was still a coal miner (hewer) and Samuel had joined him in the coal mines.” As a
banksman Samuel unloaded cages when they reached the surface of a coal mine and signalled the
descent of the workmen.8

Samuel enlisted as a sapper in the 257th Tunnelling Company of the Royal Engineers.® On 14
August 1917, he was admitted to the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.1? He died the following
day of gas poisoning. On the day that he was admitted, Samuel was one of 193 soldiers to be
admitted to the 1st CCCS.11 A total of 1,896 were admitted in the month of August.

Samuel was buried in the Adinkerke Military Cemetery (Grave Reference: C. 18).12 The cemetery is
20 kilometres east of Dunkirk, in the community of De Panne, just across the border into Belgium.
There are 168 Commonwealth soldiers from the Great War buried in the cemetery.!3

His father, Thomas, was his next of kin and was notified of his death.1* Thomas also received the
monies owing to Samuel from the army upon his death.15 Sadly, Thomas died a few years after the
war. He was living at 330 Derby Road, Birdholme, in Chesterfield when he died on 8 February
1921.16

Samuel was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).1”
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