Private Kenneth Laird
Regimental number: 2036
2nd Australia Light Trench Mortar Battery

born: 1889 - died: 2 Jul 1916

Kenneth Laird, son of Donald Craig and Isabella Elizabeth (Ditcham) Laird, was born in Serpentine
Creek, Victoria, Australia, in 1889.1 Kenneth's father was born in Caithness, Scotland;? his mother
was likely born in Tasmania, although proof has not been found to date.

Donald and Isabella had been married in Launceston, Tasmania, 30 June 1875.3 Their children
included John Leonard (born 1876), Isabel Mary (1878), Sinclair (1882), Donald Craig (1883),
Lewis William (1886, died age 11 months),* Janet (1888), Kenneth (1889) and Norman Ditcham
(1897, who died in Mitiamo, Victoria, in 1917).5 From the ancestry.com index to births in Australia,
we learn that Kenneth's siblings were all born in the state of Victoria.

Both of Kenneth's parents died before war was declared in Europe. His mother's death was
registered in Ulverstone, Tasmania, in 1900.6 His father, at age 75, died in Mitiamo, Victoria, in
19137

Kenneth Laird joined the 22nd Australian Infantry Battalion (AIF) on 13 July 1915. He was already
married at the time of enlistment to Mary (Brown) Laird of 203 Neale Street, Bendigo, Victoria.
Private Laird left Melbourne at the end of August 1915, and by the end of October he was in
Gallipoli. By that time, his brother Sinclair had begun to worry. From Calivil, Victoria, on 13 October
1915, Sinclair Laird wrote to Senator Pearce, the Minister for Defence (Australia), asking about a
rumour of a boat being sunk that would have been the ship Private Laird was on. Sinclair and the
family had not heard of Kenneth's whereabouts since he left Australia in August.8

In the meantime, Private Laird was safe, relatively speaking, in Gallipoli and would soon be
proceeding to join the British Expeditionary Force in France. After landing in Marseilles in March,
Private Laird was transferred to the Australian Light Trench Mortar Battery, 6th Infantry Brigade,
on 13 May 1916.°

According to the official war history, on the last night of June 1916, all battalions of the 6th Brigade
were engaged in raids of the German lines southwest of the Armentiéres-Wavrin railway. These
raids involved 8 officers and 240 men. Eight members of the raiding parties were killed. The official
history describes the night experienced by members of the 22nd Battalion.10

“The centre party (22nd) found the wire partly cut, and the scouts hacked a way through it. The
“borrow-pit,” however, was deep and sticky, and contained wire on spiked stakes. This caused five
minutes’ delay, and only half the party crossed. The bombing parties entered the trench and turned
right and left, bombing the enemy. Some of these were in their dugouts, where one of them who
showed fight was killed. It was thought that the Germans were driven by these parties into the fire
of the trench-mortars .. ."11

From actions on the night of 1 July 1916, with shell wounds to the abdomen, his bowels protruding,
his right leg shattered and his left arm wounded, Private Laird was admitted to the 1st Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station in Bailleul, France. He died at 4:40 a.m. on 2 July 1916.12

Bailleul had become an important hospital centre for not just the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station but also for the 1st Australian and five British Army casualty clearing stations.!3 In July
1916, the 1st Canadian Casualty Clearing Station war diary records that the station received 2,810
admissions, of whom 70 died.!* The station was likely too busy for more detailed entries in the
unit’s war diaries.



Private Laird was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension (Nord), section II, row E, grave
102.15 This cemetery contains 4,403 Commonwealth burials of the First World War, 17
Commonwealth burials of the Second World War and 154 German burials from both wars.

As late as the 1919 electoral rolls, the widowed Mary Laird continued to reside at 203 Neale in
Bendigo.1¢ She wrote to the army many times, seeking her husband's kit. When Mary finally
received his belongings, his kit included a French book.17 Private Laird had been prepared.
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