Private Andrew Marsden Rogers©
Regimental Number: 552404
78th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment)

born: 1 July 1886 - died: 2 February 1918

Andrew Rogers was born on 1 July 1886 in Colchester, Ontario.! He spent his childhood in Ontario
and as a young man headed west, living for a time in Calgary, Alberta. On 10 February 1910 Andrew
received a Homestead Grant for a homestead on Meridian W4, Range 11, Township 22, Section 28,
Part NE. He was single at the time and working as a teamster.2

Andrew’s parents were Henry Tottenham Rogers and Mary Elizabeth Woods Duff. Andrew’s father
was from Ireland and his mother from Colchester, Ontario.3 4 The family settled in Colchester,
where Henry found work as a farmer and he and Mary raised their family. They had five children:
Sarah Harriet Loehead (b. 1875),5 George William (b. 1877),6 Henry (Harry)? Hillis (b. 1879),8
Andrew Marsden, and Amy (b. 1881).9

When Andrew enlisted on 5 February 1915, he was living with his wife, Helen, in MacLeod, Alberta,
near Medicine Hat. At that time, Andrew was working as a farm labourer.10 11 Helen was from
England and had come to live in Canada in 1912.12 Andrew and she married shortly thereafter and
their first child, Mary, was born just two or three months after his enlistment.13 Helen and Mary
went to live in Lethbridge, Alberta, when Andrew went to war.14

Andrew enlisted with the 13th Canadian Mounted Rifles and on 6 July 6 1916 arrived in England,
where his training continued. He went to France with his regiment and was then assigned for six
months to the Royal Canadian Dragoons before being transferred to the 78th Battalion, Canadian
Expeditionary Force.

In the last month of his life, Andrew’s battalion moved between Chateau de la Haie, the Mericourt
Sector and the Lens Sector of the French trench system. On Tuesday, 29 January 1918, 450 of the
men and officers were able to relax and watch the movie “Aladdin in France.” They had just left
Vancouver Camp in Chateau de la Haie and moved to the Lens Sector near Bethune, where they
relieved the 75th Canadian Infantry. Battalion in the left subsection. At 10:45 p.m. on Thursday, 31
January, the German forces projected gas on the left company front of the sector. The gas came over
in two waves accompanied by a high explosive bombardment. Andrew was nearby when one of the
gas shells exploded near him and was one of the 20 casualties of this assault.1516

He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 1 February 1918 with gas
poisoning. He died on 2 February and was buried that day at the Barlin Communal Cemetery
Extension, 2% miles southwest of Noeux-les-Mines, France. He is buried in Plot 3, Row E, Grave 7.17
Andrew’s sacrifice is also recognized on the Lethbridge, Alberta, cenotaph and was written about in
the Lethbridge Cenotaph Project, They Never Came Home, by Brett Clifton.18

Andrew Rogers was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918)
and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). His wife Helen received the Memorial
Cross and death plaque in honour of her husband.”19

Andrew’s sister Sarah married James Albert McConnell2° and moved to Manitoba, where the couple
farmed and by 1916 were living with four children in north Winnipeg.2! Sarah moved to Victoria,



British Columbia, in 1940 and died there in 1966 at the age of 91.22 George drops from the records
after 1891 and appears impossible to locate. Henry also moved west and farmed. For the last 29
years of his life he resided in Victoria and died in 1960.23 Amy moved to Rainy River, Ontario, where
she married George Davis in 1901.2¢ They later moved to the Port Arthur and Kenora District,
Ontario, and in 1921 were living there with their three children.2> Andrew’s wife, Helen, remarried
and moved to Portland, Oregon.2é
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