Private Joseph Henry Brookfield®
Regimental number: 4221
9th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment

born: 1894 - died: 29 or 30 June 1916

Private Joseph Henry Brookfield was born in 1894 in Woolwich, London,! the son of Jane
Brookfield.2 Jane, formerly Jane Elizabeth Lewing, was born in about 1869 in Plumstead, Kent.3 She
married Harry Brookfield on 5 April 1885 at St Nicholas’ church in Plumstead.* According to their
marriage certificate, Jane was 18 years old; however, other birth records suggest that she was only
16. Harry was probably born in 18645 in Munslow, Shropshire and, at the time of his marriage, was
a private in the light infantry.

Joseph was probably the last of Harry and Jane’s children. He had two older sisters: Isabella Louisa
Jane (born in 1886)6 and Mary Ann J. (born in 1890 but died at the age of 4).7

In the 1880s, Joseph’s father was serving as a Lance Corporal in the 1st Battalion of the Cheshire
Regiment in India, when he was awarded the India Medal of 1854 for service between 15 November
1889 and 30 April 1890.8 The medal was awarded for various minor military campaigns in India,
during 1852 to 1895.9 His award was for service in the Chin Lushai 1889-1890 expedition. He was
likely still away from home in 1891, when Jane and her two children were living with her parents,
James and Louisa Lewing, at 145 Horn Street in Plumstead.19

Harry likely died sometime between 1893 and 1896, as Jane remarried in 1897. She married
Benjamin Wells early in 189711 in Woolwich and their first son, Benjamin Arthur, was born later
that year.12 A second son, Arthur J., was born in 1900.13

In 1901, Jane and Benjamin were living at 37 Abbey Grove in Plumstread, with Jane’s two children,
I[sabella and Joseph, and their own two children.!* Benjamin, who was born in about 1862, was a
bricklayer’s labourer. Jane probably died later that year in Woolwich, at the age of 32.15In 1911,
Benjamin was a widower, living 31 Hylton Street, Plumstead, with his two children and two step-
children.16 By then, Joseph was working as a factory lad.

Joseph enlisted in the army in Woolwich early in the Great War and served with the Royal Sussex
Regiment.l” He joined the Western Front in France on 31 August 1915.18

In the middle of June, the 9th Battalion was stationed in Saint-Jans-Cappel, a community of northern
France.l® On 20 June, the battalion moved from Saint-Jans-Cappel and then, on 27 June, it relieved
the 13th Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment in the trenches. The next day there were several raids
on the battalion’s right and the enemy retaliated all along the line with trench mortars, mine
launchers and shelling. On the 29th, the enemy bombarded the line three times during the night.
Joseph was likely injured during these attacks. He was admitted to No 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing
Station, where he died of his wounds on 29 or 30 June 1916.20

He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: II. E. 132).21
Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became
an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. Several casualty clearing stations, including
the No 1 Canadian, were quartered there for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth
burials at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April



1918, and occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when soldiers’ remains were
brought in from the neighbouring battlefields.22

His half-brother Benjamin, who was living at 18 Hylton Street in Plumstead, was his next of kin and
was notified of his death. Alfred’s sister Isabelle, Benjamin and his other half-brother Arthur
received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.

Joseph was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).23
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