
Sergeant Clifford Wharfedale Mather© 
Regimental number: 25/129 
3rd Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade, New Zealand Division 
 
born: 13 March 1889 – died: 30 June 1916 
 
Sergeant Clifford Wharfedale Mather was born on 13 March 
1889,1 the son of Joseph John Mather and his wife, Amelia.2 His 
father was born in about 1855 and his mother, the former 
Amelia Bayly, in about 1859.3 They married on 5 April 1887 in 
the Wesleyan Church in Waitara, Taranaki4 and had seven 
children:5 Harold Wilson (born in 1888),6 Clifford, Violet Anne 
(born in 1891),7 Edna Jeanne (born in 1893),8 Charles Gordon 
(born in 1896),9 Florence Marian (born in 1902, but died at 
the age of seven)10 and Gertrude Mary (born in 1908).11 
 
As a clergyman, Joseph moved his family around quite a bit 
over the years. In 1900, Joseph and Amelia were living in 
Willowby, near Canterbury on the South Island.12 Five years 
later, they had moved further south to Palmerston.13 Five 
years later, they had moved to the North Island to Pukekohe, 
near Auckland.14 At the outbreak of the Great War, they were 
further south in Marton, but still on the North Island.15 By the 
end of the war, they were living in Mount Eden, near 
Auckland.16  
 
When he enlisted in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, 
Clifford was a farmer, living in Toko Stratford on the North 
Island. He enlisted as a rifleman in the 3rd Battalion of the New Zealand Rifle Brigade (“The Dinks”) 
on 11 October 1915. He was promoted to lance corporal in December 1915. The following February 
1916 he left New Zealand and arrived in Egypt on 13 March.17 
 
The New Zealand Division was formed on 1 March 1916 in Egypt from the former New Zealand and 
Australian Division, which had fought on Gallipoli. Advanced parties left Alexandria for 
Marseilles on 5 April.18 Clifford embarked for France on 7 April 1916.19 By the last week of April, the 
whole division had moved to northern France to take over trenches in the Armentieres sector. 
However, the “. . . demands of reorganisation and a long sea and rail journey meant that 
opportunities for training had been inadequate at all levels. Accordingly the division was ill-
equipped for its immediate tasks in many respects.”20 In the three months since arriving in 
northern France, the Division incurred 2500 casualties, of whom 375 died. 
 
Clifford was one of those casualties. He had been promoted to sergeant in early June, but just three 
weeks later, he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with multiple gunshot 
wounds in his back and buttock. He was admitted on 24 June 1916 and died less than a week later. 
He was buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: II. E. 121) with 
Rev C. K. Whalley officiating.21  
 
Clifford’s injury was reported in the Auckland Star in early July. The entry noted that:   
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Before leaving for the front Sergeant Mather was engaged on the land in Taranaki and 
the North, prior to which he was a member of the literary staff of the New Zealand 
“Herald.” He was one of Auckland’s finest hockey players, and for several years was a 
member of the representative eleven.22 

 
Clifford’s death is noted on his parents’ gravestone in the 
Waikaraka cemetery in Auckland. He is also honoured on 
the New Zealand online cenotaph23 and in a grove of 
memorial trees at the Intermediate School in Pukekohe. A 
grove of trees was planted at the school in 1924 to 
commemorate old boys of the school who died during the 
Great War.24 
 
Clifford’s two brothers, Harold and Charles, also  enlisted 
in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force. Harold enlisted 
under compulsory military service,25 although no 
military service records were found for him. Charles, a 
farm hand, enlisted as a private in the Wellington 
Infantry Battalion in May 1916.26 In June, he was promoted to corporal and probably arrived in 
England in November 1916. In September 1917, he was wounded and admitted to a Canadian 
hospital in Etaples, France. He rejoined his unit a few days later but was wounded again in October 
and again hospitalized. He returned to England in January 1918 and was sent to the New Zealand 
General Hospital in Brockenhurst. He probably returned to active duty because he took part in a 
physical and bayonet training course in September 1918. He returned to Australia for discharge in 
1919.  
 
Clifford’s sister Violet was a nurse.27 She immigrated to the United States in 1928 and lived there 
until 1938. She left for a while, but returned to California in 1940, intending to stay there 
permanently. Her death in 1959 is noted on her parents’ gravestone.  
 
Clifford’s father died soon after the war (8 November 1921) and his mother just before the 
outbreak of World War II (16 April 1939). 
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