Private George William Thompson®
Regimental number: 11488
8th Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)

born: 16 February 1896 - died: 30 June 1916

Private George William Thompson was born on 16 February 1896 and baptized on 17 January 1902
at Christ Church in Luton, Kent.! He was the youngest son of Thomas and Sarah Ann Thompson.2
Thomas was born about 1849 in Capstone, Chatham, Kent, and Sarah Ann in about 1852 in
Snodland, Kent.3 Sarah Ann was probably the former Sarah Ann Monday and married Thomas
Thompson in Medway, Kent, in 1879.4

They had eight children, three of whom died in childhood.> The children who have been identified
include Henry (born in 1880),6 Elizabeth Ann (born in 1882),” Rose Mary (born in 1883),8 Thomas
John (born in 1888),° and then probably twins: Richard Henry (born in 1891)10 and Theriza Jane
(born in 1891).11 Both the twins probably died before their second birthday.12 The identities of
George’s other siblings are not known.

George’s father was a farm labourer. Shortly after their marriage and the birth of their first son, his
parents were living on Queen’s Road, Chatham.13 They probably lived at that address for more than
a decade.l* In 1901, the family was still in Chatham, but had moved to Capstone. Thomas was now a
woodcutter, working at home. Sarah and two of the children (Henry and Thomas) were obviously
helping him by chopping firewood.15 In 1911, the family was living at Yew Tree Cottage in Capstone,
where George’s father, at the age of 62, was still a woodcutter.16

George enlisted in the 8th Battalion of the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent) Regiment.1” In June
1916, the 8th Battalion was on the Front, near Dranouter in northern France.18 The battalion’s
sector was heavily bombarded by the enemy in retaliation for gas released the previous day. There
were 40 casualties—George may have been one of them. He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station where he died of his wounds on 30 June or 1 July 1916.1° He was buried in
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Grave Reference: II. E. 122).20

Bailleul is in France, close to the Belgian border. It was occupied on 14 October 1914 and became
an important railhead, air depot and hospital centre. Several casualty clearing stations, including
No. 1 Canadian, were quartered there for considerable periods. The earliest Commonwealth burials
at Bailleul were made in April 1915. An extension was built and burials continued until April 1918,
and occurred again in September and after the Armistice, when soldiers’ remains were brought in
from the neighbouring battlefields.2!

As his next of kin, George’s mother was notified of his death?2 and she received the monies owing to
him from the army upon his death.23

George was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).24

George’s father probably died near Medway in September 1927.25
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