Corporate Brydon Cragie©
Regimental number: 18/135
1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers

born: about 1893 - died: 10 July 1918

Corporal Brydon Cragie was born in about 18931 in Dipton in Durham.2 He was the son of Robert
and Margaret Cragie. His father, a coal miner, was born in about 1849 in Bellingham,
Northumberland and his mother, probably the former Margaret Thompson, was born in about 1855
in Falstone, Northumberland. Robert and Margaret were married in Bellingham in early 18723 and
had eleven children—ten of whom survived until 1911.4 Brydon’s siblings were Mary (born in
1872),5 Margaret Ann (born in 1874),6 Jane (born in 1877),” Henry Archibald (born in 1878),8
Nicholas (born in 1881, but died a few months later),® Isabella (born in 1882),10 Kate Elizabeth
(born in 1885),11 Robert Thompson (born in 1888),12 Minnie (born in 1890)13 and David Mole (born
in 1897).14

Brydon’s father was a coal miner. In 1901, the family was living at Langley Terrace, Annfield Plain,
near Lanchester.!> In 1911, they were at the same address but by then Brydon was also working in
the mines as a colliery bankman.1é

Brydon served as a corporal in the 1st Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers. This was a regular
army battalion stationed in Portsmouth at the outbreak of the war.17 It joined the fight on the
Western Front in Le Havre, France on 14 August 1914 and served on the Western Front throughout
the war, participating in many of the major engagements.

Although 10 July 1918 was a quiet day for his Battalion,18 it was not for Brydon. Only four months
before the signing of the Armistice, Brydon was wounded and admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty
Clearing Station with shrapnel wounds to his back and right side.1® They penetrated his abdomen.
He dead the day he was admitted and was buried the following day in the Pernes British Military
Cemetery (Plot 5, Row E, Grave 18) with the chaplain J. K. Tibbits presiding. He was a member of
the Church of England. His mother, who was still living on Langley Terrace, was notified of his
death?® and received the monies owing to him from the army upon his death.2!

The day that Brydon was admitted to No. 1 CCCS, there were 137 admissions - this was among the
highest number of admissions so far that month.22 Most of the over 1,000 First World War soldiers
buried in the Pernes British Military Cemetery died at one of the nearby clearing stations.23 This
cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No.1 and No. 4 CCCS came to Pernes, driven back by
the German advance.

Brydon was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).24
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