
Private 1st Class Matthew Lamb©  
Regimental Number: 57749 

5th Squadron, Royal Air Force 
  
born: 1892 - died: 18 November 1918 
 
Private 1st Class Matthew Lamb, born in St Antony’s, Newcastle upon Tyne in 18921 into a very 
large family. He was the son of Matthew and Jane Lamb of High Hill Farm, St. Anthony's.2  His father, 
a farmer, was born in about 1841 in Allendale, Northumberland and his mother, the former Jane 
Craig,3 was born in about 1853 in Wooler, Northumberland.4   
 
Matthew senior was born as Matthew Lamb, but his mother married James Hudspeth in 1850.5 
Immediately after her marriage, Matthew was probably living with his grandparents6 but, in 1861, 
he was living, as Matthew Lamb, with his mother and step-father in Allendale, Northumberland.7 
Ten years later, he had moved away from home, but his future wife, Jane Craig, was working as a 
farm servant for his parents.8 Matthew senior, now using the name Hudspeth, was farming at St 
Anthony’s High Pit in Byker, near Newcastle with his step-brother and step-sister.9 
 
Matthew senior and Jane were married in 1873 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne10 and had fifteen children, 
eleven of whom survived to 1911.11 Their children were probably: James (born in 1873),12 Margaret 
Ann (born in 1875, but probably died at the age of 5, in 1880),13 Elizabeth (born in 1877),14 Jane 
(born in 1878),15 Matthew (born in 1880, but probably died a few months later),16 Margaret (born 
in 1881, but probably died the following year),17 Annie (born in 1884, but probably died at the age 
of 23, in 1909),18 Isabella (born in 1885),19 Polly (born in 1886),20 Laura (born in 1888),21 Matthew 
(born in 1889, but probably died a few months later),22 William (born in 1891),23 Matthew (born in 
1892),24 John (born in 1895)25 and Ellen (born in 1897).26  
 
In 1881, Matthew senior (known again as Lamb) and Jane were farming and living at High Pit Farm, 
Alma Terrace in Byker, where they stayed for at least three decades.27 By 1901, the family had 
reverted to the Hudspeth family name.28 In 1911, the Hudspeth family was still farming at High Pit 
Farm and now their son Matthew, age 18, was also working on the farm.29  
 
Four year later, Matthew married Lilian Mayson on 2 October 1915 in Byker, Northumberland.30  
 
A year later, at the age of 24, he enlisted in 4th Battalion, A Company, 2nd platoon of the Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers, as a Batman (Officer’s Servant) for the duration of the war.31 
 
When he enlisted on 8 September 1916, he was a “plater’s helper” and worked for Armstrong, 
Whiteworth & Co. Ltd., a company building armaments, ships, locomotives, automobiles, and 
aircraft.32 He was 5’ 6¼” tall. His wife, living at 47 Canterbury Street in Byker, was identified as his 
next-of-kin.33  
 
On 9 October 1916, Matthew was transferred to the 3rd Battalion of the Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers and then on 23 January 1917, he was again transferred, this time to the Royal Flying 
Corps. He went to France on 3 March 1917, just days after the birth of his son, Matthew, on 1 March 
1917.  
 
In the Royal Flying Corps he served as a batman and was quickly moved around, first to 5 Squadron 
in March 1917, then to 16 Squadron in April 1917 and finally back to 5 Squadron five days later. He 



transferred to the Royal Air Force when it was formed by the merger of the Royal Flying Corps with 
the Royal Naval Air Service on 1 April 1918. 
 
On 14 November 1918, Matthew was admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.34 He died there four days 
later of influenza. He was buried the same day in the British 
Military Cemetery in Auberchicourt (Grave 18, Plot 1, Row B). 
The Canadian chaplain, W O’Neill Fisher presided and notified 
his wife of his death.  
 
Sixty-seven people (soldiers and civilians) died at No. 1 CCCS in 
November 1918.35 The work of the Centre had shifted from 
being primarily surgical to medical, to deal with the influenza 
pandemic. Influenza accounted for most deaths at No. 1 CCCS 
after the Armistice. In spite of the horrific number of soldiers 
killed in World War I, the influenza pandemic, which affected 
the whole world and scourged Europe in 1918-1919, killed 
more people than the war itself.36  
 
Auberchicourt, a village about 12 kilometres to the east of 
Douai, was occupied by Commonwealth troops in October 
1918.37 The Auberchicourt British Cemetery, which is just west 
of the village, was set up at the end of October and was used 
until February 1919 while No. 6, No. 23 and No. 1 CCCS were 
located nearby.  
 
Matthew was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and 
the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).38 
 
Matthew’s father was called Matthew. He and his wife Jane had three sons whom they named 
Matthew. The first two sons died a few months after birth. Their third son Matthew lived to marry 
and have his own son Matthew, before giving up his life in the Great War.  
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