Private Casson Stephenson®©
Regimental Number: 221217
11th Trench Mortar Battery, Royal Field Artillery

born: 1898 - died: 22 May 1918

Casson Stephenson! was born in Eskdale, Cumberland in the 2nd Quarter of 18982 and was
probably the youngest of fourteen children born to Joseph and Dorothy Stephenson3—ten of whom
had survived to 1911.4 Joseph was born in 1850 in Ulverston, Lancashires and Dorothy Skirrah¢ was
born about 1850 in Burton, Westmorland.” Joseph and Dorothy married in 1873 in Bootle,
Cumberland.8 Casson’s older siblings® were Stephen (born in 1873),10 Margaret (born in 1875),11
William (born in 1877),12 Joseph (born in 1879),13 Grace (born in 1881, but probably died in
1888),14 John (born in 1883),15 Elizabeth Hannah (born in 1886),16 Sarah (born in 1887),17 David
(born in 1889, but died the same year),!8 Thomas (born in 1890)19 and Annie (born in 1895).20

In 1881, Joseph and his young family were living at Pannelholme, near Bottle. He was farming 240
acreas and employed one man and a girl. No census record was found for the family in 1891 but, in
1901, they were at Birkerthwaite, Bottle and, in 1911, at Lady Hall in Broughton in Furness,
Lancashire.

Casson enlisted in High Wycombe for service as a gunner in the Royal Horse Artillery and Royal
Field Artillery. The Royal Field Artillery was one element of three in the Royal Regiment of Artillery.
It was the “most numerous arm of the artillery, the horse-drawn RFA was responsible for the
medium calibre guns and howitzers deployed close to the front line and was reasonably mobile. It
was organised into brigades.”?! The military historian, John Terraine, wrote "The war of 1914-18
was an artillery war: artillery was the battle-winner, artillery was what caused the greatest loss of
life, the most dreadful wounds, and the deepest fear."22 When he died, he was serving with the 11t
Trench Mortar Battery of the Royal Field Artillery.

He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 21 May 1918 with shrapnel
wounds to his neck and chest. He died the following day and was buried the same day in the Pernes
British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, Row F, Grave 34). Casson was identified as a member of the
Church of England and the presiding chaplain was J. K. Tibbits. His mother, then living at Lady Hall,
Thwaits, near Broughton-in-Furnace, Lancashire was notified of his death. He was just 20 years old.
His father received the monies the army owed Casson upon his death.23

On 21 May, 294 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 CCCS, bringing the total number of patients to
337.24 In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this CCCS - more than in any of the
other three and a half months that No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes British Military Cemetery
was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS came to Pernes, driven back by the
German advance.?’

Casson was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).26
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